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A BARBER, finding he had a bishop 
in his chair, after professionally en- 
veloping his customer in the usual white 
sheet, thought he would conduct the 
conversation on the proper ecclesias- 
tical and episcopal lines. So, as he 
started clipping, he asked suddenly, “Do 
you believe in consecration, sir?” 

“Consecration?” asked the bishop. 
“What do you mean?” 

“Oh, you ought to know what 
I mean, sir. I was consecrated myself 
once but it never did me any good! 
I never got anything out of it.” 

“You were consecrated?” said the 
bishop. “Look here. Don’t you mean 
you were confirmed? You mean ‘con- 
firmation,’ not ‘consecration,’ surely.” 

“Yes, of course I do, sir,” laughed 
the barber. “My mistake, sir; I meant 
confirmation.” 

“Tell me about it,” said the bishop. 

“Well, I was a boy at the time, and 
I said to another schoolmate, ‘Let’s get 
confirmed because we'll get a_ half 
holiday’; so we got confirmed.” 

“And did you get your half holiday?” 

Ol. vesee 

“Then,” said the bishop, “don’t you 
tell me that you didn’t get anything 
out of it!” 

“No, but I mean I didn’t get any- 
thing that you would expect,” protested 
the barber, still clipping away at the 
back. 

“What did you expect?” 

The poor barber was non-plussed. 
He had evidently expected nothing, and 
that is exactly what he had gotten. 

“Now listen,” said the bishop, “con- 
firmation means strengthening. It should 
be the strengthening or confirmation of 
one’s faith and spiritual experience. But 
you can’t confirm what doesn’t exist. 
If you haven’t got Christian faith, you 
can’t confirm it.” 

“Oh...” said the barber, beginning 
at last to see the implications of the 
term. 

“I say,” said the bishop, “are you 
going to heaven?” 


“Going to heaven?” echoed the ra 
startled barber. “Why, of course 
going to heaven! Why shouldn’t 
to heaven?” 

“Well, why should you?” 

“T’m as good as any other ma 
said the barber. “I’ve never done @ 
body any harm. And I’ve always d§ 
my best.” 

“Is that all you have to say? 
if so, I’m afraid you haven’t a di 


terms.” 

The barber was astonished. 
when I’ve done my best?” he prot 
“Look here,” said the bishop. 
pose another customer came in andj} 
in this vacant chair next to mine 
said he wanted a haircut. And supf 
I said to you, ‘Here, give me the gf 
sors and the comb, and I'll cut # 
fellow’s hair.’ What would happé 

“Why, you’d make an awful mes 
it, sir!” | 
“Yes, but I would do my best.” 
bishop echoed the barber’s last wo 
but the latter protested. “Well, sir, 

more you did, the worse it would 
“Exactly,” said the bishop, 
I know nothing about it. But supp 
Mr. Barber, you could give me y@ 
experience and could somehow put 
skill into my fingers. What then?” 
“Why then, sir, you could cut 
hair as well as I could do it mysé 
“Now,” said the bishop, “that’s 
I live the Christian life.” The haig} 
was finished now, and producing 
New Testament, the bishop read f. 
Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified 
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet no 
but Christ liveth in me; and the § 
which I now live in the flesh I live™} 
the faith of the Son of God, who lo® 
me and gave Himself for me.” 
“You see, I don’t ‘do my best’; I 
Jesus Christ my body to do His © 
in me. I give Him myself — my hag} 
to work with, my eyes to see with, | 
lips to speak with, my mind to 
(Continued on page 21) 
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)d Plans for 135 New 
1e Missions in 1958 


10d is planning to establish 1,350 
mission stations in the U.S. and 
da during the next 10 years and 
ew stations for 1958, Dr. Herman 
layer, Secretary of Synod’s Mis- 
told the Mission Council in Saint 
DECI 2 
enty-nine executives and members 
jing the council meeting repre- 
1 Synod’s boards for home, for- 
deaf, blind, European, and uni- 
y missions, as well as the Armed 
ces Commission, LLL, LWML, 
WL. 

1955, 109 new. home missions 
established, and in 1956, 116. 
10d is also planning for more ener- 
use of nationals in the foreign 
by setting up programs to train 
nals so that the church will not 
to send so many American mis- 
ries abroad as it has. 
he pastor shortage is compelling 
make better use of the many lay- 
who are willing to render part-time 
l-time service,” Dr. Mayer said. 
1algamation of many small con- 
tions not far removed from each 
would relieve the pastor shortage, 
45% of all parishes in Synod are 
and these comprise only 27% of 
1’s membership. 

t there is still tremendous room for 
1’s expansion in the 15,000 U.S. 
es and 1,600 counties in which the 
+h is not represented, as well as in 
ooming urban and suburban areas. 
the present adult membership in 
d’s city churches, 50% has joined 
> last decade. With the 1956 birth 
23% higher than it was in 1946, 
hurch plans for the future. 

the same decade, the council was 
the number of working people rose 
. homes 38%, and automobiles 


uma Delta Elects 
_ National Officers 


e newly elected president of Inter- 
nal Gamma Delta for 1958 is Jim 
Ibrecht, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. F. 
Ibrecht, Keystone, Iowa. He is a 
tudent at the U. of Chicago. 
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} PEOPLE and EVENTS 


Over the Thanksgiving weekend the 
Board of Governors of Gamma Delta 
— international association of Lutheran 
students of the Synodical Conference — 
also elected at a meeting in Chicago: 
vice-president Ernest Gohlke, Little- 
field, Tex.; secretary Nancy Gabert, 
Menomonie, Wis.; and treasurer Ralph 
Kreissler, Lincoln, Mo. 

The current project of Gamma Delta 
chapters on more than 120 campuses in 
the U.S. and Canada is to raise $3,000 
to be divided between a student build- 
ing for the Nagercoil seminary in India 
and library and musical equipment for 
the new preparatory school in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 


U.S. Paid $25 Million Last 
Year for Freight on Relief 


The International Co-operation Ad- 
ministration in Washington paid more 
than $25,000,000 in ocean freight 
charges to help 24 American voluntary 
agencies ship $132,000,000 worth of 
relief and rehabilitation supplies to 


needy persons in 32 countries during 
the fiscal year ending June 30. 
The aggregate weight of food, cloth- 
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OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


ing, and medical shipments was more 
than one and a third billion pounds, 
ICA said. 

Catholic Relief Services-National 
Catholic Welfare Conference received 
$15,195,843 in freight payments; 
Church World Service, interdenomina- 
tional Protestant agency, $5,044,751; 
Lutheran World Relief, $1,558,330. 

A nonsectarian agency, CARE re- 
ceived $2,722,923 in freight assistance. 

Recipient of the largest amount of 
relief from the U.S. was Korea, where 
$22,289,000 worth of supplies were sent 
for distribution. Yugoslavia was sec- 
ond, $20,812,000; Italy and Trieste, 
third, $18,452,000. 

In the five years ending June 30, 
American voluntary agencies shipped 
1,546,136 tons valued at $541,722,297 
to countries participating in the Ocean 
Freight Subsidy Program, with ocean 
freight costs totaling $57,738,267. 

Of this five-year total, 199,524 tons 
valued at $137,386,052 was made up 
of goods donated by the American 
public, and 1,346,612 tons valued at 
$404,336,245 consisted of agricultural 
surplus commodities donated by the 
U.S. Government. 
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GAMMA DELTA OFFICERS FOR LAKES REGION were elected at the annual 


convention held in Calvary Lutheran Student Center, Madison, Wis. 


Seated, 1.-r.: 


secretary, Mary Doran, Spencerian College; vice-president, Charles Zalud, Michigan Col- 


lege of Mining and Technology; president, Judy Grimm, U. of Wisconsin; treasurer, Margie Lawrence, 


U. of Wisconsin. 


Standing: pastoral adviser, Rey. Norman Brandt, Milwaukee; member at large, 


Georgette Markussen, U. of Wisconsin; Laker editor, Bruce Carlson, Michigan College of Mining and 
Technology; international representative, Nancy Gabert, Stout Institute; publicity chairman, Norlean 
Berndt, Winona State College; field secretary, Roger Turrene, Wisconsin State College. Not on picture: 
projects chairman, Phil Froehike, Wisconsin State College. The Lakes Region is planning a winter 


camp at Michigan Tech, February 14—16. 
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A Hong Kong: The $10,000 damages wroug! 
Typhoon Gloria during construction of Con 
School delayed the dedication, anticipated fo 
vember, of the $125,000 (U.S.) building. P 
gifts of $15,000 furnished equipment for the 
school, which now has 232 students. “The 4§ 
primary school compete with the workmen in 4 
who can be the loudest,” a missionary writes 


< Scbewaing, Mich.: The new $250,000 add 
dedicated in August, joins Immanuel Lutheran’s 
school,” erected in 1917, Started in 1852, the s 
now has 238 pupils and seven teachers. Rev. 
A. Pieper is the pastor. 


HORDELBRINK 


v Ames, Iowa: The new $300,000 Memoria 
theran Church and Student Center. See page 


ie 


ADirectors of Foundation for Reformation Re- 
search. See page 5. 

L.—r.: Dr. E. L. Roschke, St. Louis; Dr. A. C. Repp, St. Louis; 
Dr. T. G. Tappert, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia; 
Dr. C. S. Meyer, St. Louis; Dr. F. Niedner, St. Charles, Mo.; 
Dr, A, O. Fuerbringer, St. Louis; H. W. Knopp, Valparaiso, Ind.; 
Dr. H. J. Grimm, Indiana University; Dr. E. G. Schwiebert, Balti- 
more; Prof. E. M. Krentz, St. Louis; Dr. J. J. Pelikan, University 
of Chicago’s Federated Theological Faculty. 


mdation for Reformation 
search Elects Officers 


ir. Alfred O. Fuerbringer, president 
Soncordia Seminary, St. Louis, was 
ted president by the directors of the 
ndation for Reformation Research. 
men held their second meeting at 
seminary on November 30. (See 
NEss, October 22, page 3.) 
ice-president of the foundation is 
H. J. Grimm; secretary and acting 
surer, Dr. Carl S. Meyer. 

he board offered the position of 
tive director to Dr. Ernest G. 
wiebert, who at press time for this 
> had not come to a decision. 
bsent when the picture on page four 
taken are Dr. John P. McNeill of 
vard Divinity School, who attended 
November meeting, and Dr. Roland 
3ainton of Yale. 


w Student Chapel at 
a State College, Ames 


ywa District West dedicated a new 
ent chapel for Synod’s work at Lowa 
> College in Ames — the second 
el the District has erected at Ames 
7 years. 
tuated opposite the main entrance 
the campus, Memorial Lutheran 
rch has an advantageous location, 
ig the college’s Student Union 
ss the street. 
he new $300,000 structure includes 
apel seating 450, new offices, meet- 
rooms, and a 34112-foot social 
All lighting fixtures and chancel 
iture, except the travertine marble 
-, are aluminum. 
he former Lutheran Education As- 
ation (a group of Midwest Lu- 
ans interested in higher education) 
ributed $30,000 to the building 
1; the lowa LWML district, $3,000 
furnishing the student lounge, for- 
ly the nave of the first chapel; and 
LWML Boone Zone, $2,000 for the 
chapel’s chancel furniture. The old 
the new buildings are fused together 
tionally. 
rior to 1940, student work at lowa 
> was carried on by long distance 
n a busload of Lutheran students 
transported each Sunday morning 
earby Boone for services. In No- 
ber of that year the first Lutheran 
el, seating 150, was dedicated at 
3. 
uring the last academic year, mul- 
Sunday services accommodated an 
age of 550 worshipers. Now attend- 
. in the new sanctuary averages 650 


omy 1957 


a Sunday, Rev. Wilbert J. Fields, 
campus pastor, reports. 

On Sunday evenings the 150-member 
Gamma Delta chapter at Ames partici- 
pates in intensive Bible study and enjoys 
Christian fellowship. That the average 
Sunday attendance in worship at the 
new chapel exceeds the total of 525 
Synodical Conference students enrolled 
at Iowa State testifies to the Gamma 
Deltans’ daily use of opportunities for 
Kingdom work. 

About 25 Iowa State students are 
annually brought into the Lutheran 
Church by confirmation. 


Pilgrim Church, St. Louis 
And Pastor Observe Jubilees 


This year Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, 
and its founding pastor, Rev. Alfred 
Doerffler, observed their SOth anniver- 
saries and also the 30th 
year of broadcasting 
two Sunday services 
and a Bible lesson over 
KFUO. 


“Although leading 
the District in gifts 
for Synod and mis- 
sions, and supporting 
many special local and 
national church en- 
deavors, Pilgrim has never solicited 
funds by means other than the regular 
single-envelope system,” states the Eng- 
lish District Edition of the WITNEss. 

Started as a mission project of Grace 
Church, Pilgrim has assisted in the 
founding of four missions in the Saint 
Louis area — Berea, Unity, Ladue Vil- 
lage, and Atonement (Florissant). 

Pastor Doerffler, a former chairman 
of the WITNEss Editorial Board and of 
Synod’s General Literature Board, has 
written numerous books. 


Alfred 
Doerffler 


Bishop Scores Notion of 
“Soft” Religious Vocations 


Attempts to foster calls to the reli- 
gious life by “making concessions to 
the spirit of the age” is a “mistake,” 
Roman Catholic Bishop John J. Wright 
of Worcester, Mass., told 550 priests 
and nuns in New York. 

He tock issue with the notion that 
vocations to the priesthood or sister- 
hood would be more numerous if the 
religious life were made “less rigorous,” 
as he addressed the seventh annual 
Institute on Religious and Sacerdotal 
Vocations at Fordham University. 

Calling upon Catholic universities 
and colleges to return Latin, Greek, and 
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theology to “their proper place in the 
liberal-arts curriculum,” he added: 
“There is no possibility of training a 
generation of priests capable of study- 
ing, let alone of understanding and, 
above all, loving theology, so long as 
these subjects are left out of the 
curriculum.” 


Germany Awards Two 
Orders of Merit 


The Order of Merit from the Ger- 
man Federal Republic was conferred 
on Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, 
LWE executive secretary. The honors 
were awarded in recognition of the 
help which the organizations and the 
colleagues of the two men gave the re- 
public in days of “greatest distress.” 

The church organizations alone gave 
$50 million in aid, said German Am- 
bassador to Switzerland Friedrich 
Holzapfel. “Without this help, few of 
the children in Germany would be 
alive today,” the ambassador stated. 


Lutheran Groups Withdraw 
From Joint Parish 
Education Program 


Two of eight Lutheran bodies plan- 
ning a co-operative long-range program 
of parish education have withdrawn 
from the program, and at least one 
more is expected to follow suit. 

The program has been described as 
a way of giving members of the eight 
bodies belonging to the National Lu- 
theran Council the same printed teach- 
ing materials in their homes, Sunday 
schools, vacation Bible schools, and 
other religious instruction. Most of the 
Lutheran bodies now produce their own 
materials. 

Representatives of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and the American Lu- 
theran Church objected to the provision 
which stated that co-operating boards 
will not produce materials or programs 
which “are in competition or conflict 
with those co-operatively produced.” 

The joint union committee planning 
to merge three Lutheran bodies decided 
it could not commit the new church 
coming into existence in 1961 to the 
long-range program, expected to cost 
several million dollars. 

After this decision was made, ALC 
and ELC education boards took action 
to withdraw from the program Jan- 
uary 1, 1958. The United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church education board is ex- 
pected to act similarly this month. 


Drive Launched Against 
Indecent Christmas Cards 


Hundreds of Christmas cards de- 
scribed as “definitely blasphemous in 
character” and 1,000 copies of lewd 
magazines were confiscated in a Phil- 
adelphia shop by Chief of County De- 
tectives Thomas McDermott and two 
associates, according to RNS. 

Morris Rosenthal, 39, proprietor of 
a magazine and greeting-card shop, was 
arrested on the charge of violating 
Pennsylvania obscenity statutes in a 
drive against sale and display of inde- 
cent Christmas cards. 

Chief McDermott said his office had 
received many complaints that the es- 
tablishment was selling greeting cards 
of a highly suggestive nature — many 
of them based on the Christmas theme. 

The cards “constitute the foulest 
desecration of the feast of Christmas 
I have ever run across,” said Assistant 
District Attorney Marvin Halbert. 

In ordering a citywide survey to 
determine the extent of the obscene 
card market, District Attorney Victor 
H. Blanc said, “I want this desecration 
of Christmas wiped out completely.” 


Italian Bishop Tried 
On Marriage Issue 


Roman Catholic Bishop Pietro Fior- 
delli of Prato, Italy, stood trial in 
Florence this fall on charges of defama- 
tion of character. The action was 
commenced by a couple married in 
a civil ceremony, not by a priest. 
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GRADUATE HALL RENAMED SIECK HALL at Founders Day Convocation, 


The couple accused the bishop of 
branding them as “living in concu- 
binage” and decreeing that they should 
be treated by Catholics as _ public 
sinners. 

Codefendant in the case, which ob- 
servers said was unique in Italy, is 
Rev. Damila Aiazzi, pastor of Santa 
Maria Soccorso parish, where the 
couple lived. 

The plaintiffs are a local Communist 
and the daughter of a Catholic family. 

When the bishop learned the girl 
was planning to be married in a civil 
ceremony, testimony brought out, he 
explained that such a marriage is not 
valid in the eyes of the Roman Church 
and urged her to change her mind. 

After the girl ignored his appeal, 
the couple said, the bishop sent a letter 
to Father Aiazzi, instructing him to 
name the two as public sinners. This 
letter was read at Masses for several 
days. 

The defendant told the court he had 
only done his duty as a bishop by 
citing the girl’s defiance of the Canon 
Law and proclaiming the penalty she 
incurred “as a warning to the faithful.” 


A retired physician, Dr. Eugene 
C. Rice, 90, is the only surviving mem- 
ber of the 68-year-old Vaughn Bible 
Class of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Washington. The Bible is such a re- 


markable book, Dr. Rice said, that he 
has learned something new from it 
every Sunday he attended the class. 


St. Louis seminary, December 9, in honor of Dr. Louis J. Sieck, fourth president 
of the seminary, from 1943 until his death, 1952. The building was erected during 
his administration. L.—r.: Dr. Alfred M. Rehwinkel, who delivered the sermon; 
Dr. Arthur C. Repp, acting president; Mrs. Sieck; Charles Sieck, who on behalf 
of the Sieck family presented the seminary with a portrait of his father. 
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INEWS OF THE CHURCH IN 1HE WUKLD 


» Flu hit more than 200 “child 
at Bethesda Lutheran Home, Wa 
town, Wis., for the mentally retard 
The first five cases developed O 
ber 12; in three days the number soa 
to 61, doubled the next day, and 
mained at 61 for four days. The si 
tion was tense, because 20 per cent 
the employees also suffered from the 
compounding the load for those 
could stay on their feet. In three weft 
Bethesda was back to normal. 


In 1957 there were 1,398 Missay 
Synod parochial schools in North ¢ 
South America, with an enrollment®, 
139,050 pupils, taught by 4,717 tea 
ers, of whom 2,593 were women. So 


Illinois had 114 schools, with an enr 
ment of 16,258, followed by Michig} 
with 113 schools and 15,011 enr 
ment. The Southeastern District gai 
eight schools; California and Nev. 
and also Michigan gained six each. 


“High Record of One-Rodl 
School” is the heading for this n@ 
in a recent “Immanuel Sunday Bu 
tin”: “According to the Vandalia (I 
Leader, 28% of the local high sche 
students made the honor roll. Imman 
Lutheran School of nearby Shobonj 
had 13 of its graduates at that hil] 
school, and 70% were on the hor@# 
roll. Immanuel has a one-room schdl 
of 36 pupils in eight grades, taught 
Paul R. Mueller.” The pastor is R 
M. F. Kuegele. 


Two Former Gamma Delta preg 
dents from the U. of Minnesota, nq 
living in Chicago, are active chu 
members. One is an eye specialist a 
president of the Chicago Chapter 
the Lutheran Medical Mission Assoc 
tion. The other, a deacon, serves 
District committees. 


| 


Coughers in Greendale (Mass 
People’s Church will get free coug 
drops. “To anticipate your needs” 
the church bulletin announced —J 
“that irritated throat... may con 
on you suddenly in church and ma 
you cough, just indicate your need 
an usher, and he’ll give you individual 
packaged cough drops.” 
@ The ongoing Christian Vocati 
Fund for youth studying for the mini 
try from St. John’s Congregation, T 
ronto, Canada, received $576.50 © 
envelopes plus a $100 additional gi 
during the month of October. Fon 
sons of the church are now in minist 
rial training at colleges and seminari 
of Synod. 
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Tells a STORY 


By JoHN THEODORE MUELLER 


JR LIFE IS BRIEF. We are here 
y and gone tomorrow. As the 
nist says, “we spend our years as 
> that is told.” (Ps. 90:3) 

»wever, let us not stress the brevity 
iman life but rather the idea that 
brief life on earth tells a story. 
n the end comes, somebody will 
he story of our life. 

rhaps our pastor will tell that 
. It may be reported in a church 
dical or in the public press. The 
of our life may flatter us, or it 
underrate us. That doesn’t matter. 
it what does matter is that ‘we 
all appear before the judgment 
of Christ, that everyone may re- 
the things done in his body ac- 
ng to that he hath done, whether 
good or bad.” 

at is how God judges our life. 
life story is either good or bad. 


Bad Things Not Decisive 


ie story of our life is not neces- 
* bad because we haven’t become 
in dollars. Lazarus was poor, yet 
fe was good. On the other hand, 
life of the rich man, who had 
thing, was bad. 

rain, our life story is not neces- 
‘bad because we have not obtained 
larity. John the Baptist was not 
lar. Our Savior was not popular, 
o9n Good Friday the mob cried, 
cify Him!” Popularity therefore 
t essential to a good life. In fact, 
ilosopher has said that many of 
world’s greatest benefactors have 
r been crucified to death or scorned 
‘ath or ignored to death. 

yr is our life story a bad story 
ise we have not won fame. John 
ey in one of his sermons said: 
Lord knoweth His own because 
world does not know them or 
owledge them.” Some of God's 
est people were not acknowledged 
ie world. The widow who gave all 
iving to the Lord was not famous. 
shepherds who heard the tidings 
hrist’s birth were not famous. 

yr is our life necessarily bad be- 
> we have not reached set goals. 
aul desired to preach the Gospel 
pain, but it is doubtful that he 
reached that country. When a 
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great European statesman was con- 
gratulated for his accomplishments, he 
said: “Do not congratulate me, be- 
cause I’ve obtained less than 10% of 
all that I’ve ever started out to do.” 


God’s Norm of Judgment 


Whether our life story will be good 
or bad is determined not by man’s 
norm of judgment but by God’s. This 
standard guided Moses, who saw the 
generation that had left Egypt perishing 
under the wrath of God. In Psalm 90 
the leader of Israel put the matter 
squarely before God: “By Thy wrath 
are we consumed.” 

Why did that generation perish? 
What was their fatal sin? Why was 
their story bad? Because of their un- 
belief, their arrogance, their rebellion 
against God. What causes every life 
to be bad is unbelief and self-exaltation 
over the wisdom of God. 

What then makes a life story good 
in His sight? The fear of God. That 
fear made the story of Moses a good 
story. He believed in the Lord, as 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did before 
him; as Joshua, Caleb, and John the 
Baptist did after him. Theirs, too, was 
a good story. 


Story of Faith 


If our life and our work are to be 
good before God, we must trust in 
Him. We must be guided by God’s 
will to do all things that He has com- 
manded. 

But we are not to trust in God with- 
out His Word. This was Luther’s great 
dictum; this was and is in harmony 
with Scripture. 

We must trust God in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. We must trust God in the Word 
and by the Word He has given us. 
Abraham trusted God; Joshua trusted 
God — by the word that was given to 
them. So we, too, must trust God, 
deviating neither to the right nor to 
the left but holding to the Word of the 
Lord. 

If our life story is to be good, we 
need repeatedly to ask the important 
question of Luther: “What do the 
words say?” What does God tell us 
in the Holy Scriptures? This makes 
for a story of faith; constant faith, 
triumphant faith; faith that consecrates 
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ur LIFE ers 


HAROLD M. LAMBERT 


We have but a brief season to work 


self and talents to the Savior; faith that 
clings to the precious Gospel truths of 
which Jesus says that they “will not 
pass away.” 


Outcome Good 


Isn’t this the truth for which the 
world is groping? Something certain, 
something sure, to dispel fear and clear 
away confusion! 

Recently a theologian wrote: “Ortho- 
doxy today is a growing tradition.” 
Although he is not an ultraconservative 
theologian, this writer sees people re- 
turning to an orthodox conservative 
faith, They are turning away from 
liberalism in religion despite the efforts 
of neo-liberalism to make itself popular 
again. 

Shallow liberalism cannot abide, be- 
cause all the trends of man are doomed 
to perish. Only the Word of God is 
bound to stay. The Word of the Lord 
endures forever. 

We, however, spend our years as 
a tale that is told, as a brief story told 
at a campfire. We have but a short 
time to live and a brief season to work. 
Hence let us consider our life as we 
would have it considered when we 
stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

This is what really matters: not what 
men think of us but what Christ thinks 
of us. We must evaluate all that we 
think and do from the standpoint of 
eternity. If we believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and trust in the Word, 
then most certainly the final outcome 
of our life story will be good, indeed, 
very good — good for all eternity. 


Wwe One exception, all the great 
acts of God stated in the Apostles’ 


Creed have been carried out. Only one 


major event is in the future tense: 
“From thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead.” 

Of His second advent Jesus said: 
“When the Son of Man shall come in 
His glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him, then shall He sit upon the throne 
of His glory, and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations; and He shall sepa- 
rate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats. 
And He shall set the sheep on His right 
hand, but the goats on the left. 

“Then shall the King say unto them 
on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of 
My Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of 
the world. . . . Then shall He say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart 
from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” (Matt. 25:31-34, 41) 

When Jesus comes again, according 
to His own statement, He will at once 
judge the living and the dead. He will 
pronounce their final sentence and make 
the final judicial separation between the 
righteous and the wicked, the believers 
and the unbelievers. 


Millennialism 


A number of church bodies and sects 
today identify the second coming of 
Christ with the millennium, a period of 
1,000 years supposedly spoken of in 
Rey. 20:1-7. Millennialists believe that 
the 1,000 years are to be taken in 
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truth, 


When 


By OscaR FEDDER 


a literal sense and that Christ will reign 
on earth personally and in glory for 
ten centuries. 

The millennialists differ among them- 
selves concerning details of His 1,000- 
year reign. Some say that He is coming 
after the millennium; others, that His 
return will usher in the period. Some 
hold that in the millennium all the Jews 
will be converted; others, that only 
a representative number will enter 
Christ’s kingdom. Some believe that 
the Son of Man’s reign will abound in 
spiritual benefits only; others, that it 
will bring also earthly peace and joy. 

The theories of premillennialism have 
gained widest acceptance among the 
sects. Jesus is coming, the premillen- 
nialists teach, not once but three times. 
(1) He will come for His saints, taking 
them out of the world into “rapture.” 
This will be followed by seven years of 
“great tribulation” throughout the earth. 
(2) Jesus will come with all the be- 
lievers to rule the earth for 1,000 years, 


during which time Satan will be bound. 


in an abyss. (3) The Son of Man will 
come for the final judgment and the 
establishment of the new heaven and 
the new earth. 

For these conflicting and confusing 
theories the millennialists claim Biblical 
support. Are they right? What are 
the facts? 


Figures of Speech 


The Bible is God’s Word, divine 
the only source and rule of 
Christian doctrine and practice. It 
should be remembered that the Lord 
inspired men to write His Word in 
a human language. Holy men of God 
speak to His children as they speak to 
one another. 

Normally, people use plain, simple 
words which are taken in their ordinary 
sense. “She is my best friend,’ one 
woman says of another. A man de- 
scribes a competitor by saying that he 
fails to take a stand on issues, such as 
closed-shop agreements. 

Often the same sentiments are ex- 
pressed figuratively, in picture language. 
The woman may say of her friend, “She 
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“You never do anything for 
a wife may say to her husband. 

“Must you always be talking?” a 
band asks. 

They use figures of speech. 
deliberately exaggerate for effect. 
difference between literal and figura’ 
speech everybody knows and uné¢ 
stands. 

Jesus used figurative speech. He 
ferred to Herod as a fox. When Pé 
asked about stretching forgiveness} 
a brother up to seven times, Jesus” 
swered, “Until seventy times sevem 
The Savior used a definite numberg} 
a large one — for an indefinite num 
of times. 

Throughout the Bible, figurat 
speech is employed to convey id 
and truths which transcend human @ 
derstanding. People who insist on a JJ 


scription violate a fundamental rule! 
speech observed in ordinary con 
sation. 

Faith’s Bridge 

The Word of God, God’s revea 
truth, cannot contradict itself. 
a Bible passage appears to conflict we 
other Scriptural statements, furtl 
study and the Spirit’s enlightenment ; 
required. If a passage creates diffi¢ 
ties or doubts, that passage is to” 
viewed in the light of clear Bibli 
statements, according to accepted 
of interpretation. 

Revealed truths which cannot 
comprehended, children of God knc¢ 
must be taken on faith. “From a ch 
thou hast known the Holy Scripture 
Paul writes to Timothy, “which are a 
to make thee wise unto salvati 
through faith which is in Christ Jesu 
Ultimately the Bible is meant to 
believed, and faith bridges the incc 
prehensibles. 

The Bible texts cited by the mill 
nialists to support their tenets 
largely figurative and sometingesy 
scure. 
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@ Will there be a “great tribulation” 


men and nations? 


@ Will Christ and His 
a thousand years? 


“Rapture” 


illennialists believe that the first 
t of the second coming of Christ 
be for the saints and will bring 
ture.” This period of bliss and 
/ is supposedly described in 1 Thess. 
, 17: “For the Lord Himself shall 
end from heaven with a shout, with 
foice of the archangel, and with the 
ip of God; and the dead in Christ 
rise first. Then we which are alive 
remain shall be caught up together 
them in the clouds to meet the 
| in the air; and so shall we ever 
‘ith the Lord.” 
hat do these words really mean? 
is comforting the Thessalonians 
mourn the death of their relatives 
friends. He does not want the be- 
rs to be ignorant “concerning them 
h are asleep” or to grieve “even as 
rs which have no hope.” The 
tle explains that, at the Last Day, 
will bring with His Son “them 
which sleep in Jesus.” 
) assure the Thessalonians that their 
will not be left behind when Jesus 
2s again, Paul adds: “We which are 
and remain shall not prevent 
sede] them which are asleep.” 
hen the Lord comes in glory, Paul 
inues, “the dead in Christ shall rise 
” After the dead in Christ are 
d, the living believers will be 
ged — the equivalent of death, 
tality,” putting on “immortality” 
nd both the living and the dead will 
id together to “meet the Lord in 
air.” 
1c “rapture” of which the millen- 
sts speak as the first event of 
st’s return consists of this meeting 
_ord “in the air.” But is it a con- 
nal or temporary rapture? The 
tle explains: “And so shall we ever 
ith the Lord.” 
iul has described the Last Day, the 
of time and the beginning of 
essed eternity in heaven. He has 
ted the Thessalonians and all 
stians to the final rapture of all 
saints, not the first stage of a mil- 
um. 
Vherefore,” Paul concludes, “com- 
‘one another with these words.” 
passage was written — not to an- 
ce a premillennial “rapture” — but 
fort the Thessalonians who were 
led about the dead in Christ. 
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@ Will Satan and all lost souls be 


hurled into a “lake of fire’? 


saints reign 


e Will the new earth become the 


eternal home of the redeemed? 


“Tribulation” 


Between the rapture and the glories 
of the millennial kingdom, millennialists 
teach, there will be a seven-year period 
of tribulation and trouble. During this 
time the Lord will pour out His wrath 
upon “men and nations,” but not upon 
the saints in rapture. 

Passages said to teach the “Great 
Tribulation” are Dan. 12:1; Jer. 30:7; 
Matt. 24:21; and Luke 21:20-27. How- 
ever, these and other verses of Scripture 
establish that the church of Christ on 
earth is, and shall be until the end of 
time, a kingdom of the cross. 

Jesus said: “In the world ye shall 
have tribulation.” 

Paul and Barnabas exhorted the first 
Christians at Antioch to continue in the 
faith. “We must through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom of God,” 
they said. 

“Tribulation” passages in Matthew 
and Luke describe the last times which 
are to precede the second coming of 
the Savior. “When these things begin 
to come to pass,” writes Luke in ch. 21: 
28, “then look up and lift up your 
heads, for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” Matt. 24:29, 30,44, says: “Im- 
mediately after the tribulation of those 
days ... they shall see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. . . . Therefore 
be ye also ready, for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh.” 

Scripture gives no indication that the 
believers will be spared the tribulations 
of the last times or that “men and 
nations” will be beyond redemption 
when a specific tribulation comes to 
pass. Rather, Christians are exhorted 
to take comfort in chronic and acute 
tribulation, knowing that the Lord will 
deliver them from every evil work and 
take them to His eternal peace. 


“Thousand Years” 


Revelation 20 speaks of “the thou- 
sand years,” when Satan is bound and 
cast into “the bottomless pit.” After 
the 1,000 years the devil is loosed and 
gathers a vast army in opposition to 
Christ the King. The devil and all the 
deceived souls are cast into a “lake of 
fire” to be tormented forever, day and 
night. Then will appear a new heaven 
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and a new earth, the eternal home of 
all the saints. 

Either this chapter speaks of 1,000 
12-month calendar years, or it uses 
the 1,000 years in a figurative sense to 
represent a longer period of time. 
Whether a passage is to be taken liter- 
ally or figuratively is generally deter- 
mined by the context. How is the 
millennium of Revelation 20 to be 
interpreted? 

Figurative terms adorn the entire 
chapter. An angel holds a key and 
a great chain. He sets a seal upon the 
bottomless pit in which Satan is cast. 
There are judgment thrones, a lake of 
fire and brimstone, “Gog and Magog,” 
the Book of Life, and other books. 

If the thousand years are to be taken 
literally, every term in the chapter must 
be given a literal interpretation. Yet 
the millennialists cite “the thousand 
years” as a clear proof for the Biblical 
doctrine of the millennium with a dura- 
tion of exactly 1,000 years. 

Actually, Revelation 20 is a brief 
survey of the history of the Christian 
church from the first to the second 
coming of Christ. Throughout that 
period, Satan has been bound, for God 
“hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of His dear Son.” 

When the Son of Man comes again, 
He will not inaugurate a temporary 
kingdom. His kingdom was not of this 
world, is not of this world, and never 
will be of this world. 

The second coming of Christ will be 
for the judgment of the world and the 
final glorification of the Kingdom He 
now rules from the right hand of the 
Father. Believers in Christ will enjoy 
the fruition of their faith in the heav- 
enly kingdom. “Our conversation [citi- 
zenship] is in heaven, from whence also 
we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

For the days of tribulation foretold 
by the Savior, He has pledged His 
comforting presence: “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” Then will His Kingdom of 
Glory come. 

“And there shall be no night there, 
and they need no candle, neither light 
of the sun, for the Lord God giveth 
them light; and they shall reign for- 
ever and ever.” 
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Hope for the Future 


Banks throughout the United States have put 
into circulation the first one-dollar bills to bear 
the motto imprinted on the nation’s coins: “In 
God we trust.” Although the “God” of the motto 
represents whatever deity a citizen of the realm 
happens to acknowledge, churchmen have ap- 
plauded the inclusion of the statement on Govern- 
ment certificates. 

How seriously is the motto taken? Sometimes 
it would seem that the people who handle U. S. 
currency prefer to put their trust in their pos- 
session of the legal tender itself, in the American 
way of life, in the republic’s ability to produce 
and to outstrip other world powers. 

In the next session of Congress the legislators 
will demand to know why Russia surpassed Uncle 
Sam in the missile race. Some lawmakers will 
maintain that America’s hope for the future hinges 
on the recapture of scientific superiority over the 
Soviet Union. 

The Christian, however, reposes his confidence 
in the Triune God. “The Kingdom is the Lord’s,” 
the child of God knows, “and He is the Governor 
among the nations.”” What the prophet of the 
Lord uttered centuries ago still applies: “Cursed 
be the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh 
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the 
Lord.” 

Every follower of the Lamb, determined to 
make the national motto his maxim for life, enters 
the new year hopefully, not fearfully. He walks 
humbly before God, believing in Christ’s power 
to save, worshiping and serving Him. Security 
follows, true security, because “blessed is the man 
that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord 18:7? 

More than the conquest of space and suprem- 
acy in scientific skills the man of today needs 
trust in the Lord God, heart-trust that shows itself 
in service to Him and His kingdom. 


“The Know-how” 


Have you read the story of the barber and the 
bishop on page 2? 

Christians know that their Lord wants them to 
be witnesses of His salvation in the world. Nu- 
merous passages in the Holy Scriptures charge 
believers with this duty. The Lord’s final words, 
as St. Luke records them in the Book of Acts, 
read: “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me .. . unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” 

And Christians want to carry out the command 
of their Lord, for they cannot but speak the things 
which they have seen and heard — the glorious 
news of their redemption, their forgiveness of sins, 
their peace with their Maker. 

But how to witness? Believers have the “know- 
what” and the “know-Who,” but often find diffi- 
culty with the “know-how.” The usual methods 
are: supporting congregations and schools for the 


(634) 


Not Too Prosperous! 


preaching and teaching of the Gospel, contri 
ing to missions for the spread of the Wore 
reconciliation, banding together with fellow 
lievers to do joint church work. 

The barber-bishop story is an example 
another method — the personal approach. 
you ever tried it? Certainly, if our faith me 
anything at all to us, if the Holy Spirit has toud 
our hearts, we are eager to share our bles 
with non-Christians. Do you know whether 
grocer, your butcher, your seamstress, your pd 
boy are Christians? Or the man who rep 
your car, paints your house, the woman 
cleans or launders? 

It is estimated that 75 million people in 
United States are not disciples of the Lord J 
Christ. Are any of them your acquaintances? 

It has been said: “To remain friends 
a person, we should never discuss politics 
religion.” Politics? Perhaps, yes! Relig 
Never! Can you, as a Christian, say after ¢ 
a casual meeting with someone: “I do not 
whether he (or she) is a Christian or not?” If 
perhaps you have missed a witnessing opportu 
— and the person perhaps his salvation. 

Don’t say, “It won’t do any good.” How: 
you know? When the leave-taking Christ sé 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto Me,” He prece§ 
this statement with the promise of the gift of 
Holy Ghost. He promises the same Holy Gh 
to you. You sow the seed. The Holy a 
makes it grow. 

Have you read the story? 


| 
i 
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The material prosperity many of our peo 
have been enjoying these past years is not gé 
for their spirituality. No wonder wise 
prayed: Lord, “give me neither poverty | 
riches . . . lest I be full and deny Thee and s 
Who is the Lord?” (Proverbs 30:8, 9) 

Are hearts becoming so “full” with the ge 
things prosperity has brought that church me 
bers are forgetting to seek first the kingdom 
God? 

With all our increased ability to give more] 
God and the Gospel — are we contributing f 
portionately Jess now than when we had q 
a bit less to contribute? Why should this be t 
time when the Lord’s treasuries are suffeti 
severe shortages? Is this not the time when” 
ought to be recording in congregational accou 
unprecedented surpluses rather than uncalled4 
deficits? 

With the Lord pushing us forward in f 
Kingdom expansion, this is not the time to m 
retrenchment necessary because funds are lack 
for continued progress. 

Have we become so anxiously concerned ab 
getting our share of the unparalleled prospe 
that we are forgetting to give God the larger s| 
He is giving us to return to Him? Is our 
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THE LUTHERAN 


occupation with material things becoming so com- 
plete that our all-out love for our Savior and our 
all-consuming Kingdom interest, our absorbing 
activity in His work of rescuing sinners, are being 
crowded out? 

Are we losing the confident trust that our God 
and Father who gave us His Son will not with 
Him also give us all the material gifts that are 
good for us? Looking at all the symptoms that 
we are becoming “full,” have we not need to 
pray: Lord, do not make us too prosperous? — 
PauL M. FREIBURGER, President, in Montana 
District Edition. 


The Lutheran Witness 1958 


For the first time in its 75-year history the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS ending with this issue (De- 
cember 31) has appeared in 27 issues of 24 
pages each. 

Pursuant to a 1956 synodical convention res- 
olution to enlarge the 16-page periodical, the 
Boards of Directors of Synod and Concordia 
Publishing House have effected a satisfactory 
arrangement to take care of the increased publica- 
tion cost. The subscription list has increased dur- 
ing the past year from 410,000 to 439,000, which 
increase is due in a large measure to the excellent 
support of the various synodical Districts and that 
of our pastors and teachers. 

In general the 1958 Wirness will follow the 
1957 volume in make-up and content. However, 
it will contain some new features. Dr. Thomas 
Coates, now professor of religion at Concordia 
Senior College, much of whose popular column 
on the Psalter has now appeared in book form, 
will treat selected passages from the Book of 


oose Leaves 


Proverbs. This column will alternate with mes- 
sages from the Old Testament Prophets, applied 
to present conditions, by Dr. Alfred von Rohr 
Sauer, member of the St. Louis seminary and the 
WITNESS staff. 

Dr. Walter E. Buszin, chairman of Synod’s 
Committee on Hymnology and Liturgics, will 
furnish our readers with an explanation and ap- 
preciation of our Lutheran worship. In addition, 
plans of the staff call for an alternate column 
on hymns. 

The 1958 WitNEss, by resolution of its Edi- 
torial Board, will also inaugurate a Pro and Con 
department, in which members of Synod will be 
welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — 
synodical policies, practices, customs, issues of the 
day, etc. This department will not supplant the 
“Letters” page. 

Opinions expressed in Pro and Con are not to 
be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. 
The new feature will begin with a letter which 
states and supports a particular issue. Such letters 
may be of greater length. The Editors reserve 
the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters 
not pertinent. 

Letters in reply to an issue are not to exceed 
300 words and should be restricted to one phase 
of the subject. The issue will be “closed” at the 
discretion of the Editors. 

As one of the official organs of the Missouri 
Synod, the LUTHERAN WITNESS will continue to 
bring doctrinal and devotional articles to 
strengthen members in the faith, report on the 
work of Synod in all its manifold phases, publish 
news of the church scene, and comment on events 
in the world which affect the life of the church. 


No Burden Too Heavy 
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It is a good thing that we never know what lies 
ahead of us. We worry enough as it is. If we 
definitely knew the shape of things to come, very 
few would be able to keep their composure. 

Life, of course, is never a bed of roses. The 
Bible makes this fact plain. In the world we have 
tribulation. Such is the curse of sin. We Chris- 
tians do not shut our eyes to this fact. We do not 
deceive ourselves with the thought that because 
God is good, all is good, and evil is only imagina- 
tion. Evil is a terrible reality, which painfully 
affects us also. Disappointments, losses, sick- 
nesses, bereavements — they will come even 
though we do not know in advance what form 
they will assume. ' 

And yet we are not afraid. We are in God’s 
hands, and God is our loving Father. He is faith- 
ful. He will not suffer us to be tempted above that 
we are able to bear. He will with the temptation 
also make a way of escape that we may be able 
to bear it. Always He stands by to help and to 
give us strength. ; 

Most of us can recall bad experiences out of 
which we safely came. Yet had we known in ad- 
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vance what would happen, we should have fainted 
for fear and cried: “It will be too much.” But 
we did not know, and the sorrow came, and it 
was not too much. God saw to that. God will 
always see to that. They who by faith in the 
crucified Christ are His children will find no 
burden too heavy. — GEORGE KOENIG (7) in My 
Church. 


Last Night on Earth 


John Wesley was once asked by one of his 
friends, “Supposing, Mr. Wesley, you knew that 
this was to be your last night on earth. How 
would you spend it?” 

“Well,” replied Wesley, “at four o’clock I would 
have some tea. At six o’clock I would visit Mrs. 
Brown in the hospital. Then at seven-thirty 
I would conduct the mid-week service at the 
chapel. At nine-fifteen I would have my supper, 
at ten o’clock I would go to bed, and in the morn- 
ing I would wake up in glory.” 

That is the moment-by-moment, day-by-day 
trust in the living Lord Jesus. — ALAN REDPATH 
in Victorious Praying (The Fleming H. Revell 
GG): 
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Ve Dearoness 


IN PARISH, MISSION, 


“A helper of many” is the glow- 
ing tribute Paul paid his co-worker 
Phoebe, parish worker in Cenchrea. 

Today a deaconess follows in 
Phoebe’s footsteps. As a _ parish 
worker the Lutheran deaconess con- 
ducts devotions for shut-ins, instructs 
first-year confirmation and released- 
time classes, assists in the Sunday 
school and vacation Bible school. 

If she chooses to become a mission- 
ary nurse or teacher in India, Hong 
Kong, or Nigeria, she helps heal 
broken bodies and souls. 

In child welfare she cheers children 
from broken homes with peace of mind 
from the Prince of Peace. 

She may teach religion to deaf chil- 
dren in our schools for the deaf and 
guide them in their growth in everyday 
Christian living. 


Chinese refugees in Hong Kong learn about Christ from 
two missionary deaconesses, back row center. 


AND MERCY SERVICE 


In institutional mission work the 
deaconess meets the spiritual problems 
of many women and children in mental 
hospitals or T. B. sanatoria. 

She finds special satisfaction in 
mothering children in a home, such as 
Bethesda, for the mentally retarded. 

Deaconesses also serve as matrons 
of homes for the aged and as nurses in 
hospitals and health centers. 

The areas of service are many and 
wide for “the servant of the church.” 
For assistance in their work, congrega- 
tions, mission boards, and social wel- 
fare agencies urgently request “shep- 
herdesses.” 

The “shepherdess’-to-be receives 
her preparation for the diaconate by 
taking four years of academic studies 
at Valparaiso University, plus special 
training in religious education. 


A smiling “servant of the church” ministers 
to a smiling boy at Bethesda Lutheran 


Home, Watertown, Wis. 


Fred and Peggy are “signed 
sent, for the children’s prog 


HARRIET J. KELLEY, WINONA, MINN. RAY COLEGROVE, 


BUFFALO, N, ¥ 


A blind pilgrim in a Lutheran home for the The deaconess assists Walther League officer 
aged “sees” Jesus while the matron-deaconess in planning a well-rounded youth program fo 
reads from the Book of Light. the year. 


JEAN CROSS, PORTLAND, OREG, 
“May we go to Sunday 
school?” asks the little girl 
as she hears the story of 
Jesus. 


DONALD C. ECKART 


The Lutheran Deacon- 
ess Chapter House, 
Valparaiso, Ind., near- 
ing completion, will 
house 74 future dea- 
conesses. Funds from 
“Building for Christ,” 
the $60,000 LWML 
grant, and individual 
and society gifts made 
the new deaconess hall _ 
possible. 


The Lutheran ‘deaconess in a city mission makes children 
happy at Christmas with toys and gifts. 


gness is one way these deaf 
n, Ohio; Cindy, Detroit; and 
ear’ that the Savior loves them. 


ak. 


14, 


Something More 
To Offer 


Justus P. KRETZMANN 


Pastoral Adviser 
Lutheran Medical 
Mission Association 


Miss Audrey Rasch, R.N., Ambur Hospital, tak- 
ing pulse of a patient. 


“We are doing medical work as an attempt to live what we 
believe and as an expression of Christian love to fellow men in 
need and want. True to our doctrine, we do not expect anything 
in return and do not want this attempt to practice our Christian 
love to be interpreted as anything more than a witness to the love 
which God has shown to us.” 

“Truly we are all laborers in the Lord’s vineyard, and He sees 
all our requirements and provides for our daily needs.” 

“The tie between medical and evangelistic mission work is so 
close that it is impossible to define where one begins and the other 
stops. When our patients are relieved of their suffering and sick- 
ness, they soon realize that there is something more we have to 
offer them — spiritual comfort.” 

These three quotations from three men in countries widely 
separated by land and sea express the same spirit of consecrated 
service in the medical mission work of Synod. 

The first quotation is from Wolfgang F. Bulle, M. D., medical 
officer-in-charge at Bethesda Lutheran Hospital, Ambur, India, for 
more than seven years. The second is from Eric P. Lofgren, M. D., 
head of the Lutheran Hospital, Eket, Nigeria, West Africa, for 
almost three years. The third is from A. P. Klomhaus, M. D., who 
recently arrived in New Guinea to take charge of the hospital at 
Mambisanda. These quotations echo the attitude of all the mis- 
sionary representatives of the church. 

The Lutheran Medical Mission Association works in close co- 
operation with all boards conducting medical mission work, the 
Board of Foreign Missions, and the Missionary Board of the Syn- 
odical Conference. This co- operation makes the program effective 
in all its phases. 

Last year Synod’s medical mission representatives, doctors and 
nurses in India, New Guinea, and Nigeria, treated 63,986 patients. 
This does not include clinic and dispensary work in Hong Kong, 
Japan, or the Philippines. 

An attempt is always made to supply the best possible per- 
sonnel and equipment for this important phase of Kingdom work. 
Last year special contributions of more than $15,000 were given 
for specific items of equipment. In recent years, generous grants 
from’ the Wheat Ridge Foundation have added a new impetus to 
the expansion of medical mission work. 

There is always a demand for more workers. “Right now there 
is an urgent need for doctors and nurses in India, New Guinea, 
and Nigeria. Here are special opportunities for consecrated medi- 
cal people to use their gifts in the service of their Lord. 
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-Tuesday the longing of the lay visitor 


A PTR in Rural Nebraska | 


In mid-November, Trinity Lutherg}, 
Church at Amherst, Nebr., conduct, 
a Preaching- Teaching-Reaching evag) 
gelism mission. 

The 34 lay visitors of the congreg 
tion completed 143 calls in five day I: 
Results: 21 persons enrolled in Ré 
E. L. Feyerherm’s class, 10 asked f 
membership by reaffirmation; 11 chi 
dren were enrolled in the Sundj 
school; four children were brought f 
Baptism; 101 nonmembers attended tig?! 
PTR services, bringing the total atten}}} | 
ance to 812; 69 are “friendly but i 
definite and uncertain.” ii 

Rev. Norman Temme of Omaha wit 
the missioner for the evangelism wee If 
in Amherst. 

“The pastor and the chairmen of th q 
congregational committees acted as th -, 
panel for the training meetings,” ci} 
chairman A. J. Maul reported. “THER 
intent of these training meetings was 
build up the most holy Christian fait™} 
of the lay visitors; to teach them thej 
responsibility to their fellow man whi) 
is going through life without Chris§}, 
and to teach the lay visitors the tech | 
nique of witnessing to their faith my 
their Savior.” 

Since the visitors well represented thi} 
territory around Amherst and knew thi} 
unchurched persons living in the are), 
these unchurched received calls fro 
the visitors. 

“The last training meeting was hell ' 
on Tuesday evening before the beging 
ning of the mission week. By the 


f 


was keyed up so high that they re 
quested names of prospects now instea 
of waiting until Sunday. Assignment 
were made. About half the people 01 
the list had been contacted by Sunda 
and would be contacted again if they 
did not attend the first service. It 
a joy to hear the reports of the lay 
visitors at the briefing periods by thi 
missioner,” Mr. Maul writes. 

Supper meetings were not held b 
cause most of the lay visitors and tha 
people to be contacted were farmer 
who would not have time to complete 
their chores in time for a dinner mee 
ing or to receive calls and then gél 
ready for the evening services. 

After each service, when reports ane 
briefing sessions were scheduled, coffeé 
and doughnuts were served the lay 
visitors. 

The sermons of the missioner wei 
tape-recorded and played for shut-ir 

Attendance at services, the numb 
of visitors, and the offerings grew stea 
ily from night to night. 

“The last evening of the mission t 
lay visitors formed a 70 Club, si 
the work has only been begun and 1 


{ 
| 


j 
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THE LUTHERAN WITN 


much left to do. From the outset 
rinity Congregation understood the 
TR must never become merely a one- 
me effort, but should rather be looked 
9on as a kickoff for an ongoing pro- 
am of evangelism. May the Lord of 
church grant that this fervor of the 
hristians does not cool but rather in- 
ease in intensity and effective wit- 
sssing in the years to come,” writes 
y-chairman Maul. 


lawaiian PTR 


Four hundred lay visitors from four 
utheran congregations in Hawaii testi- 
>d to 749 people during the Preaching- 
saching-Reaching Mission opened on 
ahu in October. 

Evening PTR services brought 489 
yn-Lutheran Japanese, Chinese, Ha- 
aiians, Negroes, and Caucasians under 
e influence of the Word, reported 
ev. Norman J. Bangert of St. Mark’s 
atheran Church, Kaneohe, chairman 
the Oahu PTR. 

A prospective adult congregation of 
2 enrolled for the pastors’ classes, 93 
r Sunday school, .42 for Baptism. 
Twenty lay visitors affiliated with 
. Mark’s will call on prospects once 
month in the ongoing evangelism pro- 
am. Once every three months the 
oup will devote three evenings to 
ithering prospects for the pastor’s 
ass. The other participating congre- 
tions will also follow up prospects 
milarly. 

“The power of the Holy Spirit put 
e weakness of our faith to shame,” 
le of the pastors said. “Skeptical at 
st, we were afraid that the tangible 
sults would not be noticeable.” 


ookmobile for India 


The King of Kings Lutheran Sunday 
thool, Parsippany, N.J., sent $75 for 
special mission project in India. 

“In Nagercoil we have a busy little 
okshop of which I am the manager,” 
rote Missionary Martin L. Kretzmann 
the Sunday school children. “Besides 
ir own church’s literature in Tamil, 
> also stock a number of books from 
oncordia Publishing House, St. Louis. 
1e seminary students in Nagercoil 
ake all their purchases through our 
op. It is in connection with this that 
plan to use the Bookmobile. 

“The students go out for regular 
angelistic work in the course of their 
aining. They are divided into 25 
ams. We will rotate the Bookmobile 
nong them so that they can take litera- 
re into the villages where they work. 
nere is also a full-time clerk in the 
yokstore. He will take the Bookmobile 
the countryside when the vehicle is 
Yt used by the students.” 
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You Have 
Work to Do 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


An every-member visitation during the month of January is 
a part of the program adopted by the Visitors-Fiscal Conference, 
September 4—11, 1957. This conference considered not merely 
finances, not merely the synodical budget for 1958, but also — 
shall I say primarily? — the spiritual situation in our Synod and 
congregations. The conference concerned itself chiefly with “The 
Church and Its Ministry,” that is, the church and the service which 
its members render. 


St. Paul explains this service: “For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” 
“Speaking the truth in love, [that we] may grow up into Him in 
all things, which is the Head, even Christ, from whom the whole 
body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love.” (Eph. 4:12, 15, 16) 

Not only Synod, not only the Visitors-Fiscal Conference, not 
only the circuit meetings, but also every congregation is and should 
be vitally concerned about the spiritual condition of all members. 
They all profess to be believers in the Lord Jesus. They all want 
to be members of Christ’s body. They would be insulted if you 
were to accuse them of not being members. 


But if they are members, they should manifest life and activity. 
They should “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.” They should come to the house of the Lord 
regularly for divine worship. They should be frequent guests at the 
Lord’s Table. I am speaking here of God’s means of grace — the 
Word and the Sacraments — whereby the Holy Spirit works in our 
hearts, brings us to faith in Christ, sustains and strengthens us in 
faith. 

Are there members in your congregation who have become in- 
different to these divinely appointed life-giving and life-preserving 
matters? You have work to do. Join your many sister congrega- 
tions in this concerted effort to visit every home in the congregation 
and to discuss these important spiritual matters with every member. 

January brings with it the Epiphany season, the manifestation 
of Christ to the Gentiles; the twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple, 
about His “Father’s business”; Jesus attending the wedding at Cana 
and performing His first miracle; Jesus healing the servant of the 
centurion at Capernaum. What a wonderful season for an every- 
member visitation! What a wealth of material for the discussion 
of spiritual matters! 

May God graciously bless your congregation’s every-member 
Visitation! 
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New Haven, Indiana, Congregation 
Quizzes WITNESS Readers 


To encourage a more than casual 
reading of the WiTNeEss, Rev. Henry 
Mueller, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
New Haven, Ind., mimeographs a list 
of questions concerning each issue. 

Pastor Mueller’s “Do You Know the 
Answer?” bulletin inserts help to “create 
more interest in the WITNESS,” writes 
Ernst H. Brockman, teacher at the local 
Central Lutheran School. 

The quiz sheet was inaugurated in 
July 1957, he added, when the New 
Haven parish adopted the congregation- 
wide subscription plan. 

Here are some of the questions which 
appeared in the biweekly insert: 


JULY 2 


What does Luther seem to declare to 
the world, as seen on the cover? See 
jth 

What did the angel say to the apostles 
after he had brought them out of the 
prison? P.9 

What is the Christian’s true charter 
of fadeless liberty? P. 10 


JuLY 30 


What has been the comment of more 
than one surgeon after a critical opera- 
tion? P.7 

What is the difference between the 
teaching of the Roman Catholic Church 
and the Lutheran Church? Pp. 10, 20 

Complete the sentence on p. 11: 
A trip without Sunday services runs 
DOWD lad oo oko ea ei es ed 


AucGusT 13 


What happened when Mrs. Morovitz 
prayed for a way to help some people 
in Japan? P.7 

What lesson regarding marriage is 
given to the unmarried? P. 11 

Complete from p. 11: The sickest 
people are usually those ae eee 

What does a former Roman Catholic 
say about the LUTHERAN WITNESS? 
Peas 


SEPTEMBER 10 

What is meant by praying the Lord’s 
Prayer backward? P.8 

Why does a Christian make the best 
steward of the soil? P.9 

What is one of the most important 
purposes of the LUTHERAN WITNESS? 
Pech 

Which two methods are suggested for 
using the Parent Guidance Series book- 
lets? Pik 


SEPTEMBER 24 


What is the ultimate goal of our Lu- 
theran schools? P. 2 

Which traditions are to be. accepted 
and followed? P. 17 

Which are three responsibilities of 
parents toward children? P. 18 

What is the tragic difference between 
the teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Bible on salvation by 
faith alone? P. 20 

What is not to be changed in the 
church? P. 11 


xm Lead Us, Father % 


Another year of grace has ended, 

And when we stop our life to view, 

We find, with grateful hearts and humble, 
- Each day was filled with- mercies new. 


So in the new year, heavenly Father, 
Stay with us through its every hour. 

We do not ask for wealth or pleasure 
But grace to praise Thy love and power. 


If it should bring us health, friends, loved ones, 
Or illness, disappointment, grief, 

May we receive all very humbly 

And ne'er forget that life is brief. 


Oh, take our hands and lead us, Fathér; 
With Thee we’re safe both night and day. 
Send to our hearts Thy Holy Spirit. 

In our Redeemer’s name we pray. 


Tucson, Ariz. 


Marie C. TuRK 
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OCTOBER 8 

What are the duties of the Visito 
Pr 

What prompted James Kahre to b 
come a mission builder? P. 5 

What alone immunizes the so 
against eternal torments? P. 10 

What benefits do you receive fro 
guardian angels? P. 10 

What is your reaction to “Roma 
Catholic Weekly’s Article on Proposz 
of LWP. PR. tl 

In what do Lutherans find much hap 
piness? P. 16 

What is your answer to going steady 
P. 20 


OCTOBER Php) 


evolution is anti-Christian. P. 9 if 
What does Luther say about Mastel 

Smart Aleck? P. 11 
How can you get unfailing relief 

from tension and worry? P. 16 


NOVEMBER 5 t 
How did Portals of Prayer help Mrs& 
Wise?=eb a | 
What will help transform arrogance 
into the Christian grace if walking andy} 
speaking and writing humbly beforegy 
God and men? P. 10 
What is the Christian’s 
toward sputniks? Pp. 10,11 
What lesson can the Christian draw | 
from athletic contests? P. 11 
Where are Synod’s valuables kept? 
Pade | 
What is the most important thing in 
regard to the family altar? P. 16 
' What is the parents’ responsibility to 
teenagers? P. 18 
What is your opinion of early mar-) 
riage? P. 20 . 
Why need the believer have no fear 
of intercontinental ballistic missiles? 
P20 


attitude | 


NOVEMBER 19 


What is the difference between 2 
thankful heart and a thankless heart? 
PALO 

When is the Bible ours? P. 10 

What is your reaction to “For Seven 
Dollars and a Ring”? P. 10° | 

What should you do if your child 
cannot attend both Sunday school and 
church? P. 11 

What does the somber stroke of the | 
church bell call out when it is tolled? 
PAL. 


DECEMBER 3 


What are the earmarks of a seventh- 
day Christian? P. 10 } ' 

What is bottled up in your comm 
nity too? P. 10 

What is church decorum? P. 16 

What lessons can we learn from th 
Silent Leaguers? P. 19 


THE LUTHERAN 


Disposition of Communion “leftovers” 


e@ Natural intelligence and the Bible 


@ Wording of the Gloria in Excelsis 


@ Only one way to heaven 


Wiis te NNSW ERP 


iestion: What is the proper way to 
spose of leftover Communion wa- 
‘s and wine? 


Answer: The Holy Scriptures are si- 
it on this matter; hence it is left to 
r good judgment. 

The unused bread is placed in a fit 
eptacle and put aside for the next 
mmunion. The unused wine is us- 
ly poured away. Some hold that 
should be poured reverently upon 
: ground. Others have a _ special 
sin, called piscina or sacrarium, 
ich by means of a drain carries the 
1e to the ground. In some churches 
» pastor drinks the leftover wine, 
ile in others this is done by the 
iciating elders. Care should be taken 
provide just enough bread and wine 
that all communicants may be served 
1 a minimum of wine be left over. 
if a larger amount of wine remains, 
may likewise be saved for future 
mmunions, provided it has not de- 
iorated. We need not hesitate to 
consecrate such leftover materials at 
» next Communion, just as we do not 
sitate to ask the Lord to bless food 
on which we had invoked His bless- 
; at a previous meal. The consecra- 
n in no wise effects a change in the 
ad and the wine, but merely sets 
m aside for this sacred purpose. 

In the final analysis, this is an 
iaphorous, or neutral, matter on 
ich God has not spoken. We are 
refore free to follow time-hallowed 
dition or to use our own judgment, 
ipled with reverence. 


iestion: Is it necessary to stifle and 
focate our natural intelligence in 
der to accept all the passages of the 
ble in their entirety? 


Answer: Not at all. You need your 
elligence to grasp the meaning of 
yd’s revelation in the Bible and to 
yw in the knowledge and under- 
nding of it (2 Peter 3:18), even as 
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Jesus also grew in wisdom and stature 
(Luke 2:52). 

But God does not want us to sit in 
judgment of His Word and to try to 
make it mean what we wish it to mean. 
In the Bible, God is telling us, and it is 
for us to hear, believe, and do, whether 
we are able to grasp the Word or not. 

Man by nature is blind and ignorant 
in matters of religion. He knows 
neither the true God nor the road that 
leads to Him. That is why there are 
sO many religions in the world. God 
lives in a light which for men is un- 
approachable, 1 Tim. 6:16. Whatever 
truth, therefore, man is able to learn 
and know about God and divine things 
must come to him by revelation from 
the divine Author of the Bible. 

God does not ask us to understand 
but to believe (Mark 16:15, 16; John 
3:16; 20:29). His Word is a lamp unto 
our feet and a light unto our path (Ps. 
119:105; 2 Peter 1:19), and we should 
bring every thought into captivity to 
the Word (2 Cor. 10:5). To try to 
sit in judgment on the Word is not only 
folly, but may prove disastrous. Like 
Samuel, we should say: “Speak, Lord, 
Thy servant heareth.” (1 Sam. 3:10) 

Read prayerfully 1 Cor. 2:1-16. 


Question: The Gloria in Excelsis 
recorded in Luke 2:14 differs in the 
newer versions from the King James 
Version. Which wording comes clos- 
est to the original text? 


Answer: The King James Version, 
supported by a few ancient manuscripts, 
renders the angels’ song as having three 
parts: glory, peace, good will. The 
Revised Standard Version and other 
modern translations have it in two 
parts: glory and peace among men of 
good will. This wording seems to have 
the support of the best ancient manu- 
scripts. Although other considerations 
enter in, the answer to your question 
depends chiefly on whether the word 
for good will (eudokia) originally had 
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“Announcement to the Shepherds,’’ H. Plockhorst 


the letter s at the end or not. Without 
this letter, we would translate “good 
will among men”; with this letter, 
“among men of good will.” 

Fortunately there is no essential dif- 
ference in the final meaning of the two 
readings. According to the former 
wording, the angels were saying that 
God was glorified by the sending of 
the Son and that through Jesus peace 
and good will between God and the 
sinful world had been established. Both 
terms, peace and good will, point to 
God’s gracious forgiveness of man- 
kind’s sin through the Messiah who had 
now come. 

According to the second wording, 
God’s peace of forgiveness is found 
among the people of God’s good pleas- 
ure, among men with whom He is 
pleased, that is, among those who be- 
lieve the Gospel. Although Christ 
came for the whole world (1 John 2:2), 
God’s peace is actually obtained only 
by those who repent and accept Jesus 
as their Savior. They thus become the 
men of God’s good will, justified by 
His grace and made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7) 

The same result would be arrived at 
if we understood the angels’ song as 
having three parts. The good will of 
which they sang was God’s, not that 
of men between themselves, although 
even that follows wherever the Gospel 
of God’s love in Christ Jesus is pro- 
claimed and accepted. (Eph. 2:13-18) 


Question; If there is no other way to 


_ heaven except through faith in Jesus 


Christ, then all Jews, heathen, Mos- 
lems, Hindus, Buddhists, etc., are 
condemned to hell. Is that true? 


Answer: Yes. Read Mark 16:16; 
John 8:24; 14:6; Acts 4:12. But unbe- 
lievers should do something about it 
(Mark sl5:; Acts'2:38; Heb, 3:7; 8): 
You, too, can help to do something 
about it. (Matt. 9:38; 28:19, 20; Acts 
8:4). O. E. SOHN 
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THE 


Psalter 


Our Numbered Days 


PsaLM 90:10-12: “The days of our years 
are threescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore years, 
yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for 
it is soon cut off, and we fly away.... 
So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 


One of the remarkable achievements 
of our time has been the prolongation 
of human life through the conquest of 
once-fatal diseases by medical science. 
The Scriptural “threescore years and 
ten” are fast becoming the rule rather 
than the exception. 


Even medical skill and scientific ad- 
vance, however, cannot indefinitely stay 
the hand of death. At best they can 
but postpone the hour when a man 
must at last confront his Maker. And 
in the light of eternity, seventy or even 
eighty years of life in “this mortal 
coil” are but a brief and fleeting epi- 
sode. “We spend our years as a tale 
that is told,” says the psalmist. Our life 
“is soon cut off, and we fly away.” 


This must be a sobering thought at 
the changing of the years. Nothing 
human or mundane is _ permanent. 
“Change and decay in all around I see.” 
The world is hurtling to its ultimate 
doom. The course of our life is moving 
_ inexorably to its divinely appointed end. 


The Christian, then, will echo the 
psalmist’s prayer: “So teach us to num- 
ber our days.” Our days are few and 
fleeting. We ask God to sanctify them 
and to help us spend them in His 
service. Our days are full of “labor 
and sorrow.” We ask God to lighten 
our burden and to bless the cross that 
He bids us carry. 


If we number our days, we shall 
consider how short they are and what 
lies in store for us when they are over. 
To do this will be to “apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.” 


The is to know 


ultimate wisdom 
Christ and to be joined to Him in love. 


To Him we consecrate our numbered 
days —-commending those days to His 
mercy and living those days in His 
fear. THOMAS COATES 


Synod’s Mission in Macao 


Sunday school at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Macao had just begun when 
we arrived! The iron grille door was 
bolted shut, though many children and 
a few adults clustered about it. Only 
those who had last Sunday’s lesson 
sheet could get in. Why should others 
be kept out? There was no room! The 
space accommodating 200 already held 
300 children. Some had arrived at 
7:30 A.M. to be sure to have a seat. 
Classes started at 9. Forty of those 
who came at 9 A.M. had to stand 
through an hour and a half of classes. 


EvANGELIST Li led the group in 
vigorous singing. A young man told 
the Bible story to the whole group. 
How he held the attention of such 
a large and crowded group for half an 
hour! After the memory work, the 
Sunday school was divided into smaller 
groups for roll call and distribution of 
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the lesson sheet — next Sunday’s “pass.” 


As the children were leaving, one set 
up a loud and vigorous lament. A by- 
stander had grabbed his lesson sheet! 
The child quickly recovered his treas- 
ured sheet. 


Because of working hours for the 
members, services are held in the eve- 
ning. Since we could not understand 
the Chinese, we felt sorry to take up 
space. As guests, we had seats, but 
30 women, many with babies on their 
backs, had to stand. We were happy 
to bring these fellow Lutherans the 
greetings of the church in America and 
to encourage them in their work. 
A choir sang well. Of 70 communi- 
cants, 61 were present at the Lord’s 
Table. 


WE LOOKED at the work schedules of 
the evangelist and his two helpers. 
One evening he has three instruction 
classes attended by 200 people each. 
These groups meet an hour at a time 
from 8 to 11 P.M. Other instruction 
classes bring the total inquirers to more 
than 1,000! 


New Ports 


Foresail torn and topsail rending, 
Cutting winds o’er sea descending, 
Thus my vessel seeks to enter 
Newer ports on which I center 
Sigh and prayer and plea today! 


Often, as on, ocean voyage 

I, on heaven's pilgrimage, 

Must, in trial, too, weigh anchor, 
Let me wait, devoid of rancor, 
For Thine answer, on my way! 


Mount Prospect, Ill. 
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Between the morning Sunday schod I 


and the evening service we took a hal | 
hour boat ride to a second island «@ 
this colony. At the wharf the congrepfi 
gation of Taipa met us. A representage 
tive expressed his thanks to the churc¥ 
in America for the food and clothin 
gifts which had been sent, but aboy 
all he expressed the joy of the peopl 
over the gift of the Gospel. 
years they had lived in China, he saic 
few had been interested in the Gospe! 
Now that everything earthly had bee 
taken from them, God had given the 
this greatest treasure: His Word, Hil 
Son, and the church. The little build 
ing they rent for a meeting place a 
$6.00 a month was bulging with wo 
shipers. After the welcoming ceremon 


too, mothers had to stand througho 
a Communion service. 
was over, the children came back in 
fill the room for Sunday school. 


originally planned for stores. Concord 
School occupies two adjoining stores 
One teacher handles 70 children, the 
other, 40. Timothy School, with 25 en 
rolled, is taught by a young woman. — 


much of the power of the Gospel. 
Macao we stopped at the old cemete 
where Robert Morrison, the first mis 
sionary to China, the writer of the firs 
Chinese-English dictionary and the firs 
translator of the Bible into Chinese. 
was laid to rest next to his wife and 
son in 1834, after 27 years of mis 
sionary service. Much of the 300, 000 
population belongs to one of the sever 
large Roman Churches. Despite this 
long history of the church in Macao 
many people still need and desire the 
saving Word. How wonderful that Goce 
permits us to be His instruments in thi 
undertaking! 


HERMAN H. KopPELMANN 


of Entry 


On my helm, O faithful Master, 
Past all peril and disaster, 

Keep Thy hand and send Thy sent y 
Angel strong at ports of entry, 
Lest I fear and go astray! 


When with Christ I near the haven, 
Names of mine on Him engraven, 
By His will my anchor casting, — 
Joy and rapture everlasting 

Rest on me at heaven’s goal! 


WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 


NML Grants $85,000 
r Selma Dormitory 


Ine mission project adopted by the 
nneapolis convention of the LWML 
$ an appropriation of $85,000 for 
erection of a women’s dormitory 
the Lutheran Academy and College 
Selma, Ala. 
The delegates to the biennial meeting 
ommended that the new dormitory 
named after Miss Rosa Young, who 
3; instrumental in starting mission 
rk among the Negroes of Alabama 
re than 40 years ago. 
fhe Alabama Lutheran Academy and 
lege was founded in 1922 to prepare 
ministerial students for Immanuel 
lege, Synodical Conference seminary 
Greensboro, N.C.; to train teachers 
Christian day schools; and to indoc- 
ate the youth for leadership in the 
rch. 
fhe proposed dormitory will help 
ninate the necessity of crowding 
re than 50 students into quarters 
ich normally house 32. 
fhe Lord is blessing the church’s 
-k in the South, where many more 
rkers are needed. 


w Site for Toronto Chapel 


fhe way is now clear to construct 
hapel and student center at the Uni- 
sity of Toronto, according to Rev. 
H. Erdman, Executive Secretary of 
od’s Ontario District. This $70,000 
‘ML project recently suffered a set- 
k when the original property was 
ropriated by the university. 

\ new site has been secured. The 
posed chapel will be directly across 
street from the university campus. 
> original plans for the proposed 
pel need not be changed. 

t is hoped the new building will be 
ipleted by July 1959, when the 


'ML meets in Toronto. In the mean- 
e the funds appropriated for this 
ject are not lying idle, but are work- 
in God’s Bank, the Church Exten- 
1 Fund. 


M. W. 


wea 
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Walther League Adds 
Staff Member 


Rev. Carl A. Streufert, Raleigh, 
N.C., will join the Walther League 
staff at its headquarters in Chicago, 
January 1, 1958. As 
Executive Secretary 
of Leadership Train- 
ing he will be respon- 
sible for a_ rapidly 
growing phase _ of 
youth work in Synod. 

Pastor Streufert will 
have charge of the 
LSV school program, 
Youth Workers Con- 
ferences, and the 
Youth Caravans, all sponsored jointly 
by the league and Synod’s Board for 
Young People’s Work. 

He will also develop material and 
program helps for youth counselors in 
local congregations. 


C. A. Streufert 


Upward Call Conference 


The annual Upward Call Conference, 
the meeting of district presidents, treas- 
urers, and membership secretaries held 
during November, was preceded by a 
two-day meeting of all synodical Dis- 
trict Youth Committee chairmen. 

Both groups made decisions to inten- 
sify efforts on the Walther League’s 
New Dimension program. The youth 
leaders also outlined first steps to begin 
the gathering of.a $225,000 offering in 
January. 


Lamb Award to Weiherman 


W. F. Weiherman, executive secre- 
tary of the Walther League’s Member- 
ship Department, received the Lamb 
Award, a national recognition for lead- 
ership by Lutheran men in scouting. 
The National Lutheran Committee on 
Scouting confers this honor on men 
wko have given noteworthy service to 
the physical, mental, moral, and spir- 
itual development of boyhood in the 
Boy Scout program of the Lutheran 
Church. 77 Noll eat 


Girls at Alabama Lutheran Academy stand in front of their dormitory. Miss Rosa Young, extreme left 
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Lutheran Hour Fan 
Mail Increases 33% 


Lutheran Hour fan mail is up 33% 
over last year, the Lutheran Hour Oper- 
ating Committee was told at its meet- 
ing in St. Louis December 7 and 8. 

“This heartening news indicates not 
only that radio is again coming into 
its own as a most effective instrument 
to preach the Gospel, but also that Dr. 
Oswald Hoffmann, our speaker, is in- 
creasing in popularity, and that his 
messages are being well received,” com- 
mented Harry Barr, Fort Smith, Ark., 
chairman of the Lutheran Hour Oper- 
ating Committee. 

The Board also heard an encouraging 
financial report, discussed special ap- 
propriations for expanded broadcasting 
activity in Africa and South America, 
and listened to a report on overseas 
broadcasting by C. Walter Loeber, a 
former Voice of America official and 
a member of the Operating Committee. 
Mr. Loeber is now executive secretary 
of the Telecommunications Planning 
Committee in the President’s Office of 
Defense Mobilization. 

The committee approved a request 
by Chaplain Martin Poch to have Dr. 
Hoffmann visit military bases in Alaska 
next month. The Lutheran Hour speak- 
er will preach at most of the Air Force 
installations in Alaska. 


Bids for New Headquarters 
Building Exceed Limit 


President A. W. Herrmann of New 
Orleans has called a special meeting of 
the Board of Governors and the 41 
district presidents, January 11, to con- 
sider matters in conjunction with the 
construction of the proposed LLL head- 
quarters building. 

Lowest of the bids, which were 
opened on November 27, indicates the 
cost of the project including land will 
exceed by about 15% the $400,000 
limit set by the international conven- 
tion in San Antonio ‘two years ago. 


Babak 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Bible Reading in the Home 


Many Christians will read the Bible 
every day during 1958. In the new year, 
many will also lead their families in 
daily use of the Scriptures. 


However, many members of the 
church will say: “I know we ought to 
have daily Bible reading in our home, 
but our family is up against some real 
problems. We don’t seem to make much 
headway in Bible reading.” 


What are some of these problems? 
What can be done about them? 


We have three children, aged three, 
five, and seven. How can we start them 
in the practice of reading the Bible? 


You'll have to start the children by 
doing it yourself. Letting them know 
that you love to read the Bible will be 
your most effective method of instruc- 
tion. 

The easiest way to do this is in your 
family devotions. Conduct them as a 
high point of worship you need and 
enjoy, not as a chore that has to be 
done. As soon as you can, give the 
children Bibles, or, at first, Bible story 
books, which children can read easily. 


We have made several efforts to start 
family worship, but our children are 
restless and rebellious about it. Shall we 
force them to worship? 


You can’t force anyone, least of all 
children, to worship. Of course, they 
become restless, particularly when they 
gain the impression that the family wor- 
ship period is a disciplinary tool. If you 
discontinue your devotions because the 
children are restless, you cater to their 
response. What else can they think? 


Read the Bible together and pray to- 
gether because’ you need this family 
worship. Let your children know that 
you want it. Be patient about helping 
them to listen and worship with you. 
In time you'll be rewarded with a one- 
ness of worship. Your children will 
want to come with you if they know 
you want to come to God. 

Don’t ever let children become the 
reason for discarding a program of 
Bible-centered family worship. 


Our two teenagers are preoccupied 
with school and sports. They have no 
interest in personal Bible reading. How 
can we rouse their interest? 


Teenagers respond to the accepted 
pattern of their group when they know 
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this pattern will help them. The teen- 
agers’ Bible class in your congregation 
is the best means of interesting them in 
Bible reading. They'll go to Bible class 
if they know that you want to go. And 
if they observe you gaining strength 
from the Spirit of God in His Word, 
they may reach out for the same help. 


Be patient with teenagers. If what 
you now teach by example bears fruit in 
five years, rejoice that the Spirit has 
spoken through you. 


The greatest obstacle to our devotions 
is the TV set. Frequently the children 
—or my wife and I —want to watch 
a program just when it’s time for Bible 
reading. 


Schedule your TV viewing. If you 
have a favorite program, adjust your 
mealtime or your bedtime to include 
both Bible reading and television. 


Make sure that the Bible is more im- 
portant to you than a quiz show, Set 
Bible-reading standards for yourself, be 
faithful to those standards, and your 
children will not consider it an injustice 
when you ask them to spend a few min- 
utes with God. 


We have family devotions, but we 
don’t read much of the Bible itself. We 
generally read pieces of it. What can 
we use to lead us to a real appreciation 
of God’s Word? 


Your hymnal contains a list of daily 
Bible readings — for morning and eve- 
ning — related to the church year. 


Light for Your Way, published by 
Synod’s Board for Parish Education, 
lists daily Bible readings — with 
thoughts for meditations and prayer — 
which take you through the entire Bible. 
Copies may be ordered from the Board 
for Parish Education, 210 N. Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Other listings are available from the 
American Bible Society. 


Whatever list you choose, be sure to 
explain the Bible passage to the children 
and how it applies to life before you 
begin the actual reading. 


ROBERT HOYER 


Note: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Com- 
mittee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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visitations in the pastor’s absence; 


Layman’s Testimonid]! 


We have all heard appeals from | 4 | 
pastors or synodical and District Gy 
cials regarding the need for support§iyy 
missions, but it strikes more forceft§iy| 
when we can hear some layman infty 
mission express the need and joy of §}y 
ceiving help. Following is such a tegqy; 
monial from Phil. Ristow of Cj 
Saviour Church, Thistletown, Ob, 
Can., received by the District office: 4 

if 


“Our pastor, Rev. Albin Stanfel, 
turned from his holidays recently so s y 
that he at once took to bed. It has begiit 
learned since that he suffers from ¢ fe 
cephalitis and that at this writing hej) 
still very sick. His doctor advised come 
plete rest away from worry and stra Mii 

“I know the pastor must feel that ) 
work in God’s kingdom has broug rf" 
forth fruit from the good tree, for t \" 
35 communicant members and y 
friends of the mission, those not ‘| 
members, have come forth as one 
Christ to help carry the many duties. 

| 


i 


MW 
at 
“Twelve laymen have helped in cot’ 
ducting six services. The Planning Corgy’ 
mittee has carried on its meetings wif!’ 
the District Mission Board. 

“The congregation has painted 
manse on the outside; had stone broug 
in for a parking lot, which had to & 
levelled by hand with shovels; lookey} 
after the grounds, cutting grass, weed 
ing, levelling the driveway; organize 
for the National Sunday School Week : 
appointed a nomination committee; wit | 
the help of the pastor’s wife conducte: i 
ba | 
carry on with fellowship the congregaill 
tion has and is making arrangements fom 
a corn roast and also a golf tournament] 

“We at Our Saviour Lutheran Chureljj 
all thank our Lord and Saviour for sd 
richly blessing us with such a measur 
of the Holy Spirit. We feel that whil 
the pastor is sick, the congregation has} 
had a chance to be tested; and the pa ; ; 

1 


tor has had the opportunity to see the 
fruits of the Word, even in this humble 
mission. . 
“Then, too, for larger congregation: 
and small congregations ¢ven as our 
we wish to express our thanks for suf 
porting missions; for we realize tha 
through this generous giving to the Lor 
we are able to carry on. It was one 
pointed out to me by a pastor that whe | 
a person works for his money, he gives 
his time, energy, and knowledge to ge 
his wages, so that, when we bring o 
offerings to the Lord, we are giving tt 
Lord, in a sense, part of ourselves. It 
this be the case, then all who have give 
to missions are a part of our missic 
and we give our thanks.” — Onta 
District Edition. 
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BARBER AND BISHOP 
(Continued from page 2) 


th. That’s the Christian life, to have 
rist living in us.” 

The barber was silent a moment. 
en he said, “I’d like to be that sort 
Christian, sir.” 

“Do you really mean it?” 

‘I do, sir!” 

“Then will you kneel down here with 
- and ask the Lord Jesus Christ to 
ne into your life and do His best in 
i, for He loves you and gave Himself 
YOU.” 

They knelt together and the barber 
ceived Him.” 

“Years have passed since then,” said 
- bishop, as he concluded the story, 
1d many and many a time when in 
_ neighborhood of Victoria Station 
ye I gone into that barber’s shop and 
1 a chat with the man, who has been 
ng a happy and consistent Christian 
- by the power of the indwelling 
rit of Christ, ‘doing his best’ by de- 
iding on Him who effectually work- 
in them that believe on His name.” 
From The Christian, London, in 


ristian Medical Society Journal 


Doocks 


urch Life in Norway: 1800—1950. By 
Einar Molland. Translated by Har- 
ris Kaasa. Augsburg Publishing Co. 
120 pages. Cloth. $2.00. 


fhe theology and life of the Church 
Norway are presented in readable form. 
> revival movement, the conflict over 
ral theology, and the lay movement 
of special interest. The story is sig- 
cant because it gives an insight into 
background of American Norwegian 
heran churches. CarL S. MEYER 


ssion in Madagascar. By Rolf A. Syr- 
dal. Augsburg Publishing House. 48 
pages. $1.25. 

\ richly illustrated study of the ELC 

sion to Malagasy and the development 

the Malagasy Lutheran Church. 


ily Bible Readings from the RSV. by 
Harold Lindsell. Harper & Bros. 
$2.00. 

Phis excellent pocket-size collection of 

dings from the RSV for the calendar 

r provides a supplement to Portals of 

yer. 


ristian World Facts. Friendship Press. 
64 pages. 35 cents. 

-rovides valuable insights and rich il- 
'rrative material for teaching the world 
sion of the church. The Japan Lu- 
ran Hour is mentioned in life stories. 
ective Bible Study. By Howard F. Vos. 
Zondervan. 224 pages. $3.50. 

3ecause the members of Bible classes 
| adult study groups frequently com- 
n about the sameness of Bible study; 
use individuals frequently do not 
how to study the Bible, pastors, 
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Bible class teachers, and Sunday school 
staffs will derive much value from this 
book on the 16 methods of Bible study. 


The Art of Soul-Winning. By M. W. 
Downey. Baker Book House. 176 
pages. $3.50. 

A storehouse of information on the 
manner of witnessing to all classes of 
people. Congregational mission commit- 
tees should have a copy of this book. 


The Stories Jesus Told. Augsburg Pub- 
lishing House. 40 pages. Paper. 
35 cents. 
Thirty parables, the stories Jesus told, 
invitingly printed in the King James Ver- 
sion, interestingly illustrated —a booklet 
to attract the attention and awake the 
appreciation for our Lord’s teaching in the 
hearts of children and adults. 
GEORGE W. HOYER 


Youth Looks Godward. Edited by J. C. 
Preus. Augsburg Publishing 
House. 28 pages. Paper. 35 cents. 


Here are prayers and problems of youth 
(some rather too specific to touch a gen- 
eral public) matched by suggestions and 
admonitions of a Christian counselor that 
help point the direction to the answers. 

GEORGE W. HOYER 


Books for Children 


The following books have been reviewed 
by a committee of the Young People’s 
Literature Board, The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, and are available through 
Concordia Publishing House. 


The Happy Answer. By Ruth Chandler. 
Illus. by Joy Troth. Abelard, 1957. 
206 pages. $2.50. Ages 10—12. 


The heart-warming story of a lovable 
little girl in search of a mother. Dawne 
is an unusually bright sixth-grader who 
had never had a real home of her own. 
She had always been boarded in a foster 
home by the State Welfare Agency. 
Dawne’s dream was that a real mother 
like the idealized mother in Little Women 
would someday find her and adopt her. 
The “happy answer” is that she does. The 
characters are realistically portrayed. The 
plot and Dawne’s numerous adventures 
are interesting. The illustrations are help- 
ful to the continuity of the story, even 
though they are artistic stylizations. 


Donny, the Boy Who Made a Home for 
Animals. By Adele De Leeuw. Illus. 
by Meg Wohlberg. Little, 1957. 118 
pages. $3.00. Ages 9—11. 


Donny was lonesome because he had 
no friends in school or out of school. 
But one day he found a little kitten. He 
started a home for animals, and in learn- 
ing to take care of them he forgot his own 
troubles and began to overcome’ his in- 
feriority complex. He shared his ex- 
periences with his classmates and soon 
found that they were friendly after all. 
An excellent story, showing good family 
relationships and good character de- 


- velopment. 


By Virginia 
Illus. by Beth 
180 


Miracles on Maple Hill. 
Eggerston Sorensen. 
and Joe Krush. Harcourt, 1956. 
pages. $2.95. Ages 10—12. 


With the same warmth of family rela- 
tionships and reality of characterizations 
that were found in Plain Girl (1955, 
$2.50) and Curious Missie (1953, $2.75), 
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the author tells of a year in the life of 
ten-year-old Marly and her family. 
Marly’s father returned from war prison, 
broken in health and spirit and unable to 
take any interest in his job or his family. 
In desperation her mother decided to 
move the family to the farm at Maple 
Hill, where her own grandparents had 
once lived, in the hope that a summer 
there would work a cure. Marly was con- 
vinced that miracles happened at Maple 
Hill — and they did — from the recur- 
ring miracle of spring, and especially of 
sugaring off, to the greater miracle of 
her father’s return to health and the fam- 
ily’s decision to make the farm their 
permanent home. 


WILLIAM F. BORNHOEFT, Dec. 14, 1880, 
Chicago, IIl., to Oct. 24, 1957, Monroe, 
Mich.; son of Fred and Agnes Gerth 
Bornhoeft; graduated Addison Teachers 
Seminary, 1901; schools: Mount Olive, IIlL., 
1902—-55, when he retired. Survivors: 
son Martin; daughter Ruth. Funeral: Oct. 
28, 1957, Dundee, IIl.; interment, East 
Dundee Cemetery. 


WALTER P. A. SCHROEDER, June 12, 
1897, Hartland, Wis., to Nov. 13, 1957, 
Charter Oak, Iowa; son of Rev. Paul and 
Emily Baumann Schroeder; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1921; parishes: Saint 
Luke’s near Ogema, Sask, Can.; De Witt, 
Iowa, 1924—-34; Charter Oak, 1934 until 
his death. Survivors: Hilda George 
Schroeder; son Paul. Funeral: Nov. 16, 
Charter Oak, Iowa; interment, St. John’s 
Lutheran Cemetery. 


ADOLPH ULkus, Nov 24, 1893, New 
Britain, Conn., to Nov. 13, 1957, East 
St. Louis, Ill.; son of Ferdinand and Kath- 
erine Reinke Ulkus; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1917; parishes: Wild Rose, 
N. Dak., 1917—20, 1923-31; Rockville, 
Conn.; Collinsville, I[ll., 1931—54; South 
Staunton and Livingston, Ill. Survivors: 
sons William, Theodore, Harold; daugh- 
ter Lois Viliocco. Funeral: Nov. 16, Col- 
linsville; interment, Holy Cross Lutheran 
Cemetery. 


Hnnouncemon 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Homp,.Gerald A., St. Paul, Gleason, Wis., by 
W. F. Ludwig, July 17. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Bach, J. Einar, St. John, Herington, Kans., by 
Martin Mappes, Nov. 17. 

Boerger, Robert T., Peace, Omaha, Nebr., by 
W. L. Barth, Nov. 17. 


Croll, Edgar, Concordia, Cottage Hills, Ill., by 


W. G. Bruegmann, Nov. 17. 

Dorn, Oscar H., Trinity, Elgin, Minn., by 
Rodney W. Riese, Nov. 10. 

Gesterling, Donald, Immanuel, _ Harrold, 
S. Dak., by Glenn Reichwald, Nov. 17. 

Horn, August, Ebenezer, Paige (Manheim), 
Tex., by Ludwig Karcher, Nov. 10. 

Hoyer, Hugo, Zion, Argonia, Kans., by Hans 
Boehringer, Nov. 17. 

Jaeger, Robert F., Holy Ghost, Niagara Falls 
(Bergholtz), N.Y., by Elvin J. Riemer, 
Nov. 17. 

Kennell, William, Epiphany, 
Ala., by Henry Meyer, Nov. 3. 

Lossner, Arthur B., St. Peter, Rocky Ford; 
Grace, Sugar City, Colo., by George V. 
Weber, Nov. 17. 


Montgomery, 
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Lossner, Walter M., St. Stephen, Fullerton, 
Calif., by Martin Wiersig, Nov. 17. 

Mueller, R. J., Salem, Salem, Ill., by L. J. 
Wyssman, Nov. 3. 

Schoenborn, Ernest F., Grace, Durham, N. C., 
by Paul T. Dannenfeldt, Nov. 10. 

Single, Paul G., Immanuel, Lima, Ohio, by 
C. H. Matthias, Nov. 17. 

Speckman, Lorenz H., Trinity, Santa Paula; 
Redeemer, Ojai, Calif., by Victor W. Nee- 
meyer, Nov. 10. 

Timler, Theodore W., St. Jone Ionia, Mich., 
by Richard J. Scholz, Nov. 

Wehrspann, Leo, Brookfield, Wis. by Edwin 
P. Fahl, Nov. 17. 


TEACHERS 


Installed: 

Sonstroem, Cand. R. R., Bethany, Detroit, 
Mich., by Oswald G. Riess, Oct. 20. 

Inducted: 

Kochendorfer, Cand. Paul, instructor at Con- 
cordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 


N. Y., by Pres. H. J. Rippe, Nov. 1. 


Official Notices 


Rev. John C. R. Schmidt, Cordova, Nebr., 
has been appointed Visitor of the York Cir- 
cuit, Southern Nebraska District, to succeed 
Rev. George Weinrich, who accepted a call 
into another circuit. 


Rev. Otto Heinitz, Grand Island, Nebr., suc- 
ceeds Rev. A. F. Otto, who accepted a call 
into another District, as Visitor of the Grand 
Island Circuit, Southern Nebraska District. 


Rev. Edward C. Werner, Deshler, Nebr., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Deshler Circuit, 
Southern Nebraska District, to succeed Rev. 
Victor Jordening, who accepted a call into 
another circuit. — Henry F. Kroun, President, 
Southern Nebraska District. 


Additional Nomination 
for Presidency of Proseminary 
Porto Alegre, R.G.S., Brazil 


Rev. Waldo Rehfeldt, by Trinity, Linha 15 
de Novembro, and Christ, Niteroi, R. G.S.— 
Rev. Grorce J. Muetwter, Secretary, Board of 
Control, Rua Ernesto Fontoura 866, Porto 
Alegre, R.G.S., Brazil. 


Assignment Notice 


Advance notice is herewith given congre- 
gations and boards of Synod that the calls 
and applications for next year’s graduates, 
vicars, etc., are to be sent to the District 
Presidents by March 17, 1958.— Wattrr F. 
Licutsinn, D.D., Chairman, Board of Assign- 
ments. 


Synodical Conference Convention 


The 45th convention of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synodical Conference of North 
America will be held, God willing, August 5 
to 8, 1958, in SS. Peter and Paul Lutheran 
Church (Slovak), Lakewood, Ohio. Ar- 
rangements are being made for the housing 
of delegates in the Cleveland Hotel. 

All Districts of Synod are reminded to send 
a list of the certified delegates and alternates 
to the undersigned. — Hrersert J. A. Bouman, 
Secretary, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Wanted 


Communion ware, one tray sufficient, for 
small mission. — Mrs. Grorce GALLow, 12321 
Hammack St., Culver City, Calif. 


Small used organ, electronic or with blower, 
in good condition for Plainville mission. — 
Ciay Brown, Plainville, Kans. 


Husband and wife with qualifications of 
house parents of Brook Farm Home. Duties 
include care and supervision of children, abil- 
ity to meet public, deal in friendly way with 
pastors and social workers; $3,640 plus full 
maintenance. For any of these positions, ap- 
ply: Rev. Witt1am J. WILTENBURG, 46 Park 
Ave., Natick, Mass. 


25 straight pews, 8 feet or more long. Ac- 
ceptable if seats and backs can be refinished. 
Design of ends immaterial. — HopE LuTHERAN 
CuurcH, Rev. Herbert J. Teske, Jr., Box 138, 
Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Woman to perform household duties such 
as cooking and cleaning; live in; $35 per week 
plus full maintenance. 


Available 


For nominal offers: dark-oak altar, 5 x 3’4”; 
reredos, 11’ high; hymnboard; pulpit; bap- 
tismal font; Hofmann statue of Christ, 2’ high; 
16 pews, 10’6” long; 2 pews, 9’; 2 pews, 8’ 
(bench St ae oil burner (crane unit); steel- 
alloy bel beautiful, clear, mellow tone, 
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mouth, 3’6’’, depth, 2’6”, with tongue and 
tolling hammer, from Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Star Prairie, Wis., which disbanded 
and joined St. Luke’s Church, New Richmond. 
For information about any of these items, 
contact Rev. Ronatp W. GoerscnH, 205 E. First 
ae New Richmond, Wis. Phone: Chapel 
6-4778. 


White altar and pulpit may be had for the 
getting. — REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHuRCH, Rev. 
Willard E. Koch, Yale, S. Dak. 

Altar, pulpit, baptismal font, lectern — gift 
to any congregation for transportation. Con- 
tact Rev. W. R. Kruecer, Spencer, Wis. 


Complete silver Communion set to a con- 
gregation for postage. — St. JoHn’s LuTHERAN 
CuHurcH, Edward Denninger, Secretary, Hub- 
bell, Mich. 


White and violet paraments for 85x22” 
altar, lectern, and pulpit, two violet stoles — 
to any congregation for postage — Mount 
Catvary LUTHERAN CHuRCH, Rev. Edward C. 
Kuehnert, Union and Wells, St. Louis 13, Mo. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Boettcher, Fred, 210 Roberta Ave., 
Waukesha, Wis. 

Deye, John H., em., 972 Watson Ave., 
St. Paul 2, Minn. 

Eggers, Henry F., em., 423 W. Lake St., 
Waterville, Minn. 

Engelhard, August, Randall, Minn. 

Fickenscher, Hugo H., 428 N. Mulberry, 
Logan, Ohio 

Finke, Chap. Frederick K., 6000th Sup. Wing, 
APO 925, c/o PM, San Francisco, Calif. 

Fruson, Herbert, 916 Cornwall Crescent, 
Box 1731, Dawson Creek, B. C., Can. 

Haag, Walter, 400 Fourth St., N. E., 
Little Falls, Minn. 

Haller, Carl F., em., c/o R. O. Strom, 
2301 Liberty St., Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Hammell, Clayton W., 811 Camden Ave., 
Salisbury, Md. 

Hebestreit, Otto G., em., 1786 Wildwood Dr., 
Defiance, Ohio 

Heyne, Walter. Home: 4880 Underwood. 
Office: 7047 Tireman, Detroit 4, Mich. 

Koepke, LeRoy R., 1121 Van, Elgin, Il. 

Kreutz, Eugene, 235 N. Dean, 
Centerville, Mich. 

Kuhl, Howard E., Silver Bay Rd., R. 1, 
Port Colborne, Ont., Can 

Lutz, Walter H., 204 Briarton Lane, 
Crystal City, Mo. 

Macholz, Stanley G., 104 Boardman Rd., 
Bristol, Conn. 

Natzke, Norman F., 202 S. 14th Ave. Dr., 
Brighton, Colo. 

Rast, Walter E., 4 Russett Rd., 
Bedford, Mass. 

Rathjen, Carl A., 235 Fifth, E., 
Twin Falls, Idaho 

Schedler, Paul, 2 Joan Court, Pekin, Ill. 

Schmidt, Herbert F., Calif. Concordia 
College, 6325 Camden, Oakland, Calif. 

Schoenborn, Ernest F., 2019 Wilson Ave., 
Durham, N. C. 

Schuelke, Enno, Hampton, Nebr. 

Speckman, Lorenz H., 511 N. Canada, 
Ojai, Calif. 

Streufert, Edgar H., 4100 Washington St., 
N. E., Minneapolis 21, Minn. 

Streufert, Paul W., 1327 Homeland Dr., 
Rocky River 16, Ohio 

Timler, Theo., 623 N. Jefferson, 
Ionia, Mich. 

Wolff, Otto C., em., 4551 Beard Ave., N., 
Minneapolis 22, Minn. 


Teachers: 


Kamprath, Oscar H., em., 704 N. 17th St., 

- Clarinda, lowa 

Leinhos, Herbert W., 815 Wesley Ct., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Schubkegel, Francis, 353 S. Alcott, 
Denver 19, Colo. 

Schulz, Delbert, 3307 N. Main St., 
Racine, Wis. 

Zeddies, Charles, 1327 Tamarack, N. W., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LUTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WITNESS 
Office, 3558 S. Jéfferson Ave., St. Louis 


18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and_ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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‘which they are living. 
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Letters | 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


dt 
Puzzled by $64,000 Question q 

On the $64,000 Question it was sta@#} 
that Jesus had four brothers. I have ne \ 
in my life heard of that. Where in @ 
Bible is that written? 


| 
La Crosse, Wis. Mrs. Hitpa NE | 
Note: This subject was treated extely 


sively in “What's the Answer?” on page 
of the February 26, 1957, WITNEsS. 


i 
es 


Toward a Broader Vision 


My appreciation for the coverage whif} 
you gave on the Third Assembly of t® 
Lutheran World Federation. This repe 
and the editorial comment as well as t 
excerpts from some of the lectures Gi} 
livered at this all-Lutheran gathering cai 
not but give our rank-and-file membersh 
a better understanding of the Federatio 

May I express the hope that in comi ' 
issues of the WITNESS we may read furth: 
articles on world Lutheranism, so that o L 
people might get a better understandis 
of this largest church of Protestantism. | 

The column “Let’s Investigate” also a 
swers a long-felt need to give readers a 
facts and the Biblical answers about oth i 
religious denominations. The 
which have appeared in recent issues @} 
the WITNESS also have done much to il 
crease reader interest. 

Is there any possibility that the WITN ! 
might become a weekly? Coming i int 
our homes every week, it would greatl 
stimulate our members to think msre fra) 
quently about the church beyond the cenj} 
fines of their own parish or the area i 


I 


(Rev.) ARNO E. KRENT. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


On Ordination of Women 
in Scandinavia 


Your article “Swedish Lutherans Reje¢ 
Ordination of Women,” WITNEss, Novem 
ber 19, is inaccurate. ... 

In Norway, over the objections of 
church, the cabinet’s proposition of wo 
ministers was passed by a secular and 
majority consistently anticlerical par 
ment. The main argument was that Ni 
way’s membership in U.N. required 
(equal opportunity for men’ and wo 
to apply for government jobs). The 0 
gans of the church have only consultati 
powers, but it is now up to the bisho 
to refuse ordination, and so far no bisht 
has ordained a woman. 

In Denmark the decision of wom 
ministers somewhat antedates U.N., & 
there the church was hardly asked. .— 

In Sweden the Church Convention h 
a stronger position but is still only ce 
sultative, and the cabinet may yet ov 
ride it and present a new proposition 
the parliament. The parliament may e\ 
entertain a motion from its own midst 
the same effect, but it is expected that be 
bodies will refrain for the time bet 
pending a new Church Convention, W 
the matter is expected to be reopened. 


THE LUTHERAN WITN 


developments in Scandinavia should 
- an object lesson, both as to the 
of interference in church affairs by 
le state, but more as to the effects 
he authority of the Bible is under- 
within the church. 
ARNE PETTERSEN 

cahoe, N. Y. 


E: Religious News Service was the 
of the report in the WitnEss. The 
dated October 3 stated: “Bishop 
said the State Lutheran Churches of 
rk and Norway now have a few 
pastors, but he argued that these 
les were not ‘proper examples.’ 
is step, he declared, ‘was imposed 
Churches by the State without 
r consultation, ” 


ervice”’ 


quick note to say that I appre- 
at you are doing with the Lu- 
WITNESS and particularly with 
rage you have given to the Wal- 
eague, the Lutheran lLaymen’s 
and the Lutheran Women’s Mis- 
League 
pen to be doing some work with 
Ither League, so I am particularly 
ative of the space our youth pro- 
as received. 
feeling is that news of the three 
gives added interest and import- 
) the WITNEss and certainly is a 
vice to the organizations. 


ale - PAUL SIMON 


or Inform? 


me congregations, religious instruc- 
r confirmation is called “religious 
ition.” It seems to me that the 
in religion is too important a mat- 
rely to “inform” the catechumen 
c 

3ible concordance does not list the 
iform. Neither in the Old nor in 
w Testament is inform used. We 
meet the word teach. To the Chil- 
Israel the Lord said: “These words 
[ command thee . . . thou shalt 
hem diligently unto thy children.” 
pleads, “Teach me Thy paths.” 
commands: “Teach all nations”; 
1g them to observe all things what- 
I have commanded thee.” St. Paul 
(o Timothy, “These things teach”; 
ripture is profitable for . . . in- 
nn. 

. sure that the Holy Ghost gave 
y writers the proper and correct 
teach. It seems to me the word 
is too weak and waters down the 
ld tried method of teaching and 
ing. 

Catechism answers the question, 
is a catechism?” by saying: “A cat- 
is a book of instruction.” Our 
al Handbook, under Section VII, 
Education, states: “In harmony 
e best traditions of the Lutheran 
, every pastor shall regard the care- 
| conscientious instruction of his 
mens preparatory for confirmation 
of the primary duties of his minis- 
lis duty must be regarded as par- 
/ urgent when the catechumen 
without any religious training or 
n background.” 

we continue to use the words 
instruct, indoctrinate, so that we 
ve and retain a well-instructed and 
nated membership in our church. 
, (Rev.) THEO. MASCHOFF 
wood, Mo. 
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MONTHLY REPORT 


Our Venture of Faith 


February |—December 1, 1957 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


COMMUNICANT CONTRIBUTED 


Alberta and British Columbia 


Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

Iowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern I]linois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


MEMBERS 


PPA ES: 
68,054 
26,030 
102,142 
38,617 
20,082 
37,624 
81,284 
8,548 
26,228 
41,387 
31,221 
10,914 
118,936 
115,266 
6,396 
16,739 
57,388 
103,797 
32,55) 
30,591 
105752 
20,160 
19,705 
86,058 
24,595 
14,094 
38,131 
25,245 
30,649 
42,858 
86,264 


1,384,579 


TO DATE 
40,939.21 
407,364.42 
191,670.00 
802,047.60 
S055 /50r a 
116,265.71 
PIII TIBIIKS: 
492,229.47 
45,846.42 
179,250.00 
307,820.00 
252,549.57 
43,269.12 
852,911.34 
660,961.34 
30,034.71 
112,696.79 
330,928.76 
674,712.28 
167,477.17 
216,728.89 
91,529.43 
104,166.60 
101,985.87 
458,028.70 
172,890.61 
73,333.34 
144,679.10 
190,996.66 
220,945.04 
290,961.57 
594,024.98 


$8,892,768.81 


Operating Requirements of Synod 


FOR PERIOD ENDING 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 


Operating Statement 


Required, Feb. 1—Dec. 1 
Received, Feb. 1—Dec. | 


Budget Deficit 


NEEDED 

$°27183;33353 
2,366,666.66 
3,550,000.00 
4,733,333.03 
5,916,666.66 
7,100,000.00 
$5,263,353 5.09 
9,466,666.66 
10,650,000.00 
£15833,333.93 
13,016,666.66 
14,200,000.00 


1956 
$10,750,000.00 
8,134,332.76 


RECEIVED 


$ 595,548.15 


1,326,427.32 
2,279,745.77 
3,367,714.58 
4,164,299.05 
5,067,285 .54 
5,820,630.06 
6,578,256.58 
7,806,624.82 
9,005,306.78 


1957 


a1 1°953,333.33 


9,005,306.82 


$ 2,615,667.24 $ 2,828,026.55 
CHAS. E. GROERICH, ASSISTANT TREASURER 


Faith dedicates dollars for the world task of the church 
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‘ oo IN’ a“ ALL THIS VALUABLE INFORMATIO 
THE ’58 ANNUAL © s AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 


With the new edition of the 


Over 70 inspirational: sub- 1958 Lutheran Annual in hand, 


jects by Dr. John Theodore 


Mueller. Here are some of | you have all this valuable 
the titles: Lag information at your finger tips. 


HE DID NOT WANT TO. -*. ® location of all Synodical Conferencé 


POWER OF THE DIVINE aNe Lutheran churches in your city a 
‘WORD aa 


‘WHEN GOD IS NEAR 


other cities 
TO HIM THAT aoe © time of their Sunday services 


OVERCOMETH axes ® telephone number of all pastors# 


PERSONAL WITNESSING 4 teachers, and synodical officers ‘i 
WHEN HASTE WORKS the Missouri Synod 


HARM 
REVENGE OR FORGIVENESS" 
LOVE AND CHARITY 


‘ 
SOLVING LIFE’S PROBLEMS - 

RESISTING TEMPTATION | 5 8 LU T ht F R A 

LEAVE ALL THINGS Gare. 


TO GOD —. 
GOD NEEDS MANY 
MINISTRIES 
IMPORTANCE OF A SINGLE : 
~ . LETTER 


Plus these popular features! ; Order 
4 through 

list of daily Bible readings ; your 
1958 church calendar |: pastor, 

_ almanac information one teacher, 
location and staffs of ae or dealer, 
charitable institutions x or use 
hospice homes the handy 
hospitals and many similar: h form below 
agencies ay to order 
pages advertising quality : directly 
church equipment and 
supplies 

© statistics of Synodicel 
' ‘\. Conference and other 
‘Lutheran church bodies 


<postal rules and regulations J 


sie e: 5 
FS oN “4 4 oe 
' 


wt, 
CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


Re MNO. 51B1023 ~— 1958 LUTHERAN ANNUAL 
this 75 


| enclose $- YO eee 


Name. ae EAC eS Se ee eee } 


Gify: LON, OT . 


